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ABSTRACT 
PROPHETIC PREACHING THAT RESULTS IN THE SPIRITUAL 
FORMATION OF CHILDREN IN THE LIVES AT NEW 


PSALMIST BAPTIST CHURCH 


by 


Dianne L. Roberts 


United Theological Seminary, 2012 


Mentors 
Bishop Rudolph McKissick, Jr., D.Min. 


Harold Carter, Jr. D.Min. 


The purpose of this research project was to develop a Bible study curriculum for children 
that could serve as a model for ministry at the New Psalmist Baptist Church. The 
objective of this project was to assess and demonstrate that the use of Bible lessons, Bible 
stories, and the proclamation of the gospel, enabled children to grow in their faith and 
understanding of the word of God. The data triangulation methodology included 
questionnaires, group discussions, and interviews. The results of this project indicate that 
spiritual formation occurred when children are given the tools necessary for their spiritual 


growth and development. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Problem Statement 


Biblical literacy is on the decline. People in our society no longer have a common 
understanding of Bible stories as they once did. Other stories from the popular media are 
much more familiar. Children are more familiar with the Disney Channel episodes of 
Good Luck Charlie, Phineas and Ferb, Jessie and SpongeBob Square Pants rather than 
Adam and Eve, Noah’s Ark, and David and Goliath. Storytelling can be an effective tool 
for teaching children about what it means to be a follower of Jesus and part of the 
Christian community. 

One of the central roles of the church is to share the rich tapestry of Bible stories 
with each generation of children. The challenge is to tell the great stories of the Bible in 
interactively powerful ways that can capture the attention of children who are used to the 
stories popularized by the media. The stories children love will shape what they believe. 

How important is children’s ministry? Children’s ministry is one of the most 
important ministries in the church. It is important because they are our kids. They are the 
leaders and movement shakers of tomorrow. The researcher asserts if you do not reach 
people with the gospel by the time someone turns the age of 12 there is only a 20% 
chance that person will ever become a Christ follower. Children’s ministry cannot be just 


a babysitting service. Children’s ministry should have the church’s best and brightest 


teachers and leaders. We all want the best for our children, yet we grow complacent with 
accepting anyone with a pulse to teach our kids. It is not a time to become self-indulgent. 
We have been commissioned and entrusted by God to train the next generation. 

Children’s ministry is an equipping ground; it is a time where kids should get 
together to celebrate God and reinforce the teachings of Christ that they should be 
receiving at home. If they are not receiving godly teaching at home, then the church 
should be a place of hope and love, reaching out and becoming Christ-like figures for 
those kids. 

The healthy, growing churches of today all have at least this one thing in 
common—great children’s ministries. They have invested in the next generation. They 
have poured resources, money and time into creating a culture where kids—our future— 
are valued and celebrated. These churches understand that children’s ministry is vital to 
the continuation of the mission God has placed inside of them. They have chosen to look 
beyond themselves and today, and instead, look outward at what lies ahead tomorrow. 

For some larger church’s that have the ability to pour major money into their 
children’s ministry atmospheres have seen up to a 150% increase in church attendance. 
That means thousands more people—not just kids—are coming to church to hear about 
Jesus and grow deeper in their relationship with Him. 

This ministry project attempted to address the need to bridge the gap that exists 
within the Kingdom Kidz children’s ministry. The project focus was to guide twelve 
participants from the congregation through a six-week Bible Study for children. The 
project title was Prophetic Preaching That Results in the Spiritual Formation in 


Children. Through small group sessions, questionnaires, and interviews, this model of 


ministry provided insight, growth, and opportunity in identifying some of the challenges 
that many children’s ministry face today such as the lack of integrity or inability to teach 
children basic biblical stories on a level they can comprehend. The purpose of this 
research project was to develop a Bible study curriculum for children that could serve as 
a model for ministry at the New Psalmist Baptist Church. The curriculum was designed 
to provide some of the tools necessary to cultivate a personal relationship with God 
through the telling of the Bible stories, thereby resulting in spiritual formation, growth, 
and development. The objective of this project was to assess and demonstrate that the use 
of Bible lessons, Bible stories, and the proclamation of the gospel, enabled children to 
grow in their faith and understanding of the Word of God. The project was developed to 
increase their knowledge and understanding of the Holy Bible and the stories that lie 
within. 

This project was developed to promote holistic relations with children and God. As 
children begin to understand the various stories written in the Bible, they will be more 
open and equipped to share their faith with others. The result of this curriculum has 
helped to shape a new model of ministry for children of all ages. 

The remainder of this document chronicles what took place throughout the ministry 
process, as children interacted and grew through the various phases. 

Chapter One, Ministry Focus, explains how the researcher’s life experience 
prepared her to explore this ministry project. 

Chapter Two, The State of the Art in the Ministry Model, examines relevant 
literature on the subject of Spiritual Formation, transformation, and nurturing in children. 


Each source is summarized and explored as to how it relates to the ministry project. 


Chapter Three, Theoretical Foundations, gives the theoretical foundations for the 
ministry focus on spiritual formation in the lives children. 

Chapter Four, Methodology, provides the research methodology and project 
proposal for this ministry project. Pre and Post Surveys, small group sessions, and 
interviews are discussed as a spiritual treatment for this ministry model. The method of 
data collection and data analysis are discussed as well. 

Chapter Five, Field Experience, focuses on the outcomes of the six-week project, 
evidence of spiritual growth, and content material of this ministry project. This chapter 
gives the measurements and analysis from the pre and post surveys, questionnaires, and 
interviews. 

Chapter Six, Reflection, Summary, and Conclusion reveals areas of reflections, 
evaluations, and summary of this ministry project. This chapter explores what the 
researcher learned through the process, ideas for further study and it discusses the 
researcher’s growth from designing, implementing, and analyzing this project. 


Supporting documentation for this ministry project can be found in the Appendix. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


Spiritual Journey 


The researcher of this project believes that spiritual formation in children cannot 
be effective unless Christian Educators are willing to teach sound doctrine to our 
children. The researcher believes that children come to know and experience God when 
they have a clear understanding of what the Bible says. 

The researcher’s spiritual journey began the day she was born in Sacred Heart 
Hospital located in Chester, Pennsylvania. She was born into a nuclear family on May 26, 
1958. The researcher has four siblings—two older brothers and two younger sisters. From 
birth to age 13, the researcher and her family lived in two-story house in a neighborhood 
called Flower Manor. It was a neighborhood where everyone pretty much knew each 
other and everyone watched out for one another. It was a community, a family. Her father 
was a construction worker and her mother worked in a neighborhood cleaners. During 
that time, the researcher recalls that many of the fathers went to work; while their spouses 
stayed at home nurturing, teaching, and rearing the children. Although, her neighborhood 
was predominately African American, the researcher recalls living directly across from 
an interracial couple that had one daughter. As a young girl, the researcher received her 


elementary, junior high and high school education in the Chester-Upland Public School 


district. Although her parents only had 8" and 11" grade educations, they instilled in her 
the importance of getting good grades and receiving a quality education so that one day 
the she could attend college, earn a bachelors degree and earn a decent salary. They also 
impressed upon her the value of honesty, respect, and integrity. 

As a child, the persons who had a significant impact upon the researcher’s life 
were her parents and her two godmothers. Each of them in their own special way instilled 
in her the importance of not just being a part of a family, but being a part of a loving 
family. This meant, as a family ritual, everyone sat down at the table together during 
breakfast and dinner. As a family, they watched television together. Since there was only 
one television, they all sat around the television and watched the same family shows, 
movies, or game shows together. It was a time of laughter and fun. On Sunday morning, 
while either cooking breakfast or preparing Sunday dinner, her mother listened faithfully 
to gospel music on 105.3 WDAS-AM, Philadelphia, with Louise Williams. 

The researcher points out that hearing gospel music gave her a sense of 
inspiration and faith in God. Songs like “Peace Be Still”, and artist like Shirley Caesar, 
and Mahalia Jackson, were just a few ways she received inspiration. The researcher 
recalls that in her home was also a huge black Bible on the coffee table. Occasionally, she 
would open the Bible and read Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father and your mother, so 
that your days may be long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.” At the time, 
she did not really know any other scriptures, but held fast to this passage believing that 
this is what God commanded children to do; to obey their parents. To love, respect, and 
appreciate them, to be concerned about them and to bring them joy. In so doing, she 


believed that God would allow her to live a long and abundant life. 


At the tender age of twelve, her mother introduced her to Jesus Christ and she 
gave her life to Jesus Christ and was baptized at Bethany Baptist Church in Chester, 
Pennsylvania. Although her parents did not attend church regularly, the researcher tells us 
that they knew the power of prayer. Every night, she witnessed her parents kneel down in 
prayer to thank God for God’s loving kindness, and for taking good care of the family. 
She was inspired and it taught her the importance of prayer, believing that God hears, and 
answers prayers. As a child, the researcher learned that children sometime face 
difficulties and are not always willing to share it with their parents. Many of her friends 
would confide in her, and would also ask her to pray for them because they felt they 
could trust her. On numerous occasions, the researcher was told that there was something 
special about her and for this reason people feel they could trust her. 

As a member of Bethany, the researcher sang on the choir and became an usher. 
She loved going to church and participating in the worship service. She knew that God 
had his hand on her at a very early age but she could not explain it. All she knew is that 
she would often get a quickening in her body (something that felt like a chill) even 
though she was not cold. Somehow she sensed in her spirit that the hand of God had 
touched her. What an awesome experience this was. 

Coming out during the week for choir rehearsal became more than just an 
opportunity for getting out of the house. It was an opportunity to fellowship with other 
children and teenagers and to sing songs of praise to Almighty God. More importantly, 
the researcher looked forward to attending church on Sunday morning. The researcher 
recalls being ask to sing a solo entitled “Day by Day” during one of the Youth Day 


activities and experiencing an awesome presence of God come over her as tears streamed 


down her face. Once again, she experienced the awesome presence of God, one that she 
will embrace forever. 

The phrase, “It takes a whole village to raise a child” is a very true and profound 
statement. The researcher was blessed with two very special godmothers who had great 
influence in her life and were instrumental in her upbringing. She loved them dearly. 
During the weekends, the researcher recalls riding the bus across town from the west side 
to the east side to clean her godmother’s home. Afterwards, the three of them would 
enjoy a nice lunch together, or sit in the solarium and talk about school, her aspirations, 
and dreams. Both of her godmothers were well-known, upstanding educators in the city 
of Chester. They were also Christians who did not mind sharing their faith and beliefs 
with her. The researcher is reminded that whenever she spent time with her godmothers, 
her mother was never concerned because she knew they also loved her and would take 
good care of her whenever she was in their presence. 

As the researcher continues to reflect upon the role models in her life, her dad 
quickly comes to mind. So often she would tell him that she wanted to be like him 
because in her opinion he was not only a father, but also he was a provider, one who took 
good care of his family. He was a man with integrity and responsibility. He went to work 
every day no matter if it was raining or sunshine to provide for his family. He had a sense 
of pride and dignity because he was doing what he believed a man should do and that was 
to take care of his family. For nearly 43 years, Thomas A. Reilly Construction and H. 
Dougherty Construction employed her father as a construction worker. The researcher 
remembers vividly when her father left home early in the morning for work and would 


return home in the evenings and his clothes and shoes would be dirty. He would sit on the 


back step and take off his dirty shoes before coming into the kitchen. He was not afraid to 
work hard and long because he understood what it meant to have some stability in life. 
As a result, he took care of the finances and paid the bills. Every week when her parents 
would get paid, the researcher says they would ask her to sit down with them at the table, 
while they decided which bills would be paid, how much would be spent on buying food, 
what insurance needed to be paid, how much goes into the bank for savings, allowances, 
and what was left was divided amongst themselves. As the researcher reflects upon this, 
she concluded that her parents had taught her the principles of responsibility and 
accountability at an early age. 

As a teenager, the researcher attended Chester High School from 1973-1976. 
Although it was the only high school in the Chester-Upland School District, the 
researcher says that it was the teachers, families, and the community that took great pride 
in helping students to achieve excellence and academic success. There was a strong sense 
of pride and community involvement that cared about the safety, welfare and success of 
the children. As an academic college prep student, the researcher had a wonderful high 
school experience and believed without a shadow of doubt that she would be given an 
Opportunity to attend a four-year college. Her dream became a reality. God made it 
possible. 

After graduating from high school, the researcher moved to Baltimore, Maryland 
where she attended Morgan State University from August 1976 to May 1980. This was 
such a unique experience and great accomplishment because she was the first one in her 
family to attend college earning a Bachelor of Science degree. Although she did not join 


a church while away at school, the researcher often traveled back and forth to 


10 


Pennsylvania on the weekends to hang out and party with friends and attend church 
service on Sunday. Partying, hanging out and getting high and then getting up to go to 
church on Sunday became the order of the day. She felt as if she was living a double life. 
The friends that she used to party and got high with knew nothing about the friends she 
went to church with. The researcher concluded that her church friends would not 
understand nor would they approve of her actions, so she made sure that they remained 
separate. She knew that God was not pleased with her actions. She began to think of 
herself as a lukewarm Christian because she had one foot in the church and the other foot 
in the world. No doubt, she was chasing a high instead of chasing after God. She thought 
as long as she was in church on Sunday, she was free to do whatever she wanted to do the 
rest of the week. One night while reading her Bible, she stumbled across a verse in the 
Bible that says, “God is a jealous God. He will not share His glory with anyone.” 

In October 1981, the researcher revealed that God opened a door of opportunity 
for her to work for one of Maryland’s largest banking financial institutions, MNC 
Financial, Inc. (a subsidiary of Maryland National Bank). The researcher was 23 years 
old at the time and considered this a great opportunity for her to work as an Executive 
Secretary to the Senior Vice President of the corporation. On April 23, 1981, six months 
later, as she and her girlfriend were walking along a street in East Baltimore, a stray 
bullet struck the researcher in the right shoulder by an unknown gunman who was 
chasing after another gunman. She was rushed to the Johns Hopkins hospital. While in 
the ambulance, with tears in her eyes, the researcher states that she cried out to God and 
asked Him to have mercy. In her moment of despair, she told God that she did not do 


anything wrong. She had no clue that the men were, and how devastating it would be for 


' Exodus 20:5 (New International Version). 


il 


her parents to be notified that their daughter had been shot and killed without a cause. 
Lord, please do not let her die. Minutes later, the researcher said that she could sense an 
overwhelming calm come over her and then she heard one of the paramedics saying she 
is conscious as they arrived to the hospital where she remained for seven days. 

The doctor’s determined that the bullet was lodged in the researcher’s right 
shoulder and to minimize any further damage to the wounded area, the bullet would 
remain in her shoulder. No surgery was needed. The wounded area was cleansed and she 
would have to remain in the hospital until all swelling was gone. With only six months on 
her current job, her employer paid all of the hospital bills, provided short-term disability 
with pay and allowed her to return to works nearly eight weeks later. She realized that it 
was nobody but the Lord who had provided for her, and she was truly grateful to God for 
sparing her life and giving her another chance. 

The researcher recalls during her tenure at the Bank, many long-lasting 
relationships emerged which were based upon mutual respect and honesty. She held 
numerous administrative, financial and reporting positions during her 25 year tenure 
supporting executives from MNC Financial, Inc., Corporate Funding, MNC Transition, 
Planning & Development, Change Management and Retail Banking Store Initiative 
(RBSJ), and Bank of America (formerly NationsBank, Maryland National Bank) where 
she retired after 25 years of service in 2006. 

In August 1982, the researcher joined Ray of Hope Baptist Church in Baltimore, 
Maryland. She was an active member of the church for more than eight years, and 
enjoyed worshipping there. She sang in the Women’s Choir for annual events and was a 


cast member in the play “None But the Righteous.” In September 1984, she was joined in 


12 


holy matrimony at the Ray of Hope Baptist Church. Believing that her marriage would 
last a lifetime, the marriage ended in divorce in March 1988 after only twenty two 
months. The researcher’s life became topsy-turvy. She was heartbroken, devastated, 
humiliated, and confused. She had no inner peace and felt that she had been robbed of her 
joy. Situations were happening so fast. She couldn’t understand why things occurred the 
way they did, and why were they happening to her. She had no money, no savings 
because her husband emptied out their bank account. 

To add insult to injury, the researcher learned that the prior month’s rent (July 
1986) along with the current month’s rent (August 1986) had not been paid. She was told 
unless the rent was paid up-to-date, the lease would not be renewed, and they would have 
to move. A few days later, the researcher received a call at work from the rental office 
stating that her husband had come to the office asking for a key because he had lost his. 

The rental agent indicated she had to give him a key because his name was on the 
lease. She was advised that she should come home immediately because the rental agent 
thought that everything would probably be gone by the time the researcher got home 
from work that evening. The agent told her that she did not want her to walk into an 
empty apartment. 

Immediately, she left work and when she arrived at the apartment nearly 
everything had been removed. No doubt she did not have the strength to fight and 
resolved in her spirit that she would have to move. But where, and with what, she hardly 
had any money, and she only had thirteen days to find another apartment. She had no 
immediate family in Baltimore. At the moment, she could not figure out what to do. With 


tears in her eyes, she looked up towards heaven and said, “Lord, I need you.” “What am I 
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going to do?” Why is all of this happening to her? She didn’t see it coming, and why was 
she being treated this way? She said, God you know that I am a good person and tried to 
be a loving wife. But it was not enough. God I need you to help me. 

The researcher believed that God would make a way for her. But, she knew she 
had to wait on God to move. A couple of days later, God moved. The researcher was able 
to move into her girlfriend’s apartment that had accepted a new teaching position in 
Philadelphia and was moving back to Chester. At that moment, the researcher realized 
that God was closing and opening doors for both of them. The researcher says, although 
she was struggling emotionally, spiritually, and financially, God had given her inner 
peace and her faith was renewed and restored. In March 1988, the researcher and her 
husband were divorced. 

Two years later, the researcher reveals that God spoke to her and said that she had 
grown as far as she could at Ray of Hope Baptist Church and that it was time to move. 
This was the church that nurtured her for many years, but there was no spiritual 
transformation-taking place in her life. She clearly remembers the second Sunday in 
September 1990 as she lay in the bed feeling melancholy. She had such an empty feeling 
inside. 

Although she was going to church that Sunday morning, there was no real 
excitement. She was only going because she knew it was the right thing to do, and she 
did not want to be out of fellowship. She knew God was real, and she loved the Lord. The 
Lord had already blessed her in so many ways. She had seen God do miraculous things in 
her life. But, one thing she always questioned is whether she was really saved. That same 


morning, she received a phone from her girlfriend and sister in Christ asking if she 
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wanted to go with her and her sister to New Psalmist Baptist Church. At that time, her 
girlfriend was also a member of Ray of Hope. The researcher thanked her for the 
invitation, but decline and told her that she was going to Ray of Hope. 

The researcher recalls after hanging up the phone, she got back in the bed still 
feeling sad and empty. All of sudden, she jumped out of bed and called her girlfriend 
back saying that she would love to go to New Psalmist Baptist Church with her. When 
they arrived at New Psalmist Baptist Church for the 11:00 A.M. service, and walked 
through the doors, the researcher said she could feel the presence of God moving all 
around her. In her spirit, she knew that this was the place God intended for her to have an 
encounter with Him through worship. 

As the choir sang “Alive, Alive My Jesus is Alive” the saints began to praise and 
magnify the Lord. At that moment, she knew that her God was not dead, but alive, and 
He lives in her. She came to the realization that because God lives, she could face 
tomorrow with all of life’s challenges and uncertainties. The sadness she felt earlier that 
morning had disappeared. Later, during the service, one of the soloists sang the lead to 
“It’s My Desire to Be like the Lord.” Another selection was “Be Strong, Be Strong, Be 
Strong in the Lord.” 

With tears streaming down her face, she asked the Lord to forgive her for her sins 
and for not always believing and trusting Him. She asked the Lord to come into her heart 
and to take over her life. As the pastor proclaimed the word of God, she rejoiced in her 
spirit and her heart was made glad. The word of God set her soul on fire. There was such 
a quickening in her spirit. It was as if God came down from heaven wrapped God’s arms 


around her, and spoke directly to her situation. 


The researcher admits, she had never heard that kind of prophetic preaching that 
was both liberating and transformative at the same time and could hardly wait until the 
next Sunday to come back to New Psalmist Baptist Church. As a result of hearing the 
word of God preached with power and conviction, she joined New Psalmist Baptist 
Church the same day and received the right hand of fellowship in October 1990. 

The researcher recalls having such a burning desire to grow and to know more 
about Jesus Christ. She became involved in Bible study to learn what it really meant to be 
a follower of Jesus Christ. She would read her Bible for hours and then meditate on the 
word of God. She began to understand what it meant to be separated from God, and all 
that Jesus Christ endured on the cross for not only her sins, but also for the sins of the 
world. She learned that we are saved by God’s grace, and that God will have mercy on us 
even when we do not deserve it. 

She learned about forgiveness, and what it means to have inner peace. She learned 
that God loves her unconditionally, and that God is in control of her life. She learned to 
put her trust in God, and that she could believe in God’s word. She found out that she can 
depend on God because God truly cares about her. As a result of reading God’s word, she 
came to know that God will never leave her nor forsake her. She also understands that 
when she prays to her heavenly Father with a sincere and humble heart, God hears her 
prayers and answers them. She has faith in God, and she knows that God is faithful. 

She is able to praise God with her whole heart. Not only for what God does, but 
more importantly for who God is. God is worthy of her praise. She is thankful to God 
because she knows without a shadow of doubt that she is saved, sanctified, and filled 


with the Holy Spirit. She has a personal relationship with God and believes that God is in 
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control of her life. In addition to Bible study, God laid it on her heart to join the Chancel 
choir in 1991. 

During that same year, the researcher experienced the death of her godmother 
who died suddenly. It was a very difficult time for her because to her knowledge she was 
not sick. One thing the researcher recalls is that the two would always tell each other 
“goodbye and “T love you” after a visit to Chester. This particular Sunday was different. 
In the midst of our conversation her godmother handed the phone to her other godmother 
and we talked for a few minutes and then hung up. The researcher recalls as she was 
driving back to Baltimore, she realized that her godmother never returned to the phone so 
that they could say “goodbye and I love you.” 

The researcher had decided that once she got back to Baltimore, she would call 
her godmother. Instead, when she arrived home, she received a call that her godmother 
had died a short time after leaving Chester. The researcher was heartbroken. She fell to 
her knees, and asked God how could this be? She had no knowledge that she was sick, 
why she did not want her to know, and why was leaving Chester this time so different? 
They always told one another how much they loved each other and goodbye, but not this 
time. As she got up off the floor and onto her bed, she heard God tell her that her 
godmother was ready to go home and she knew that this would be the last time they 
would talk and this time she could not bring herself to say goodbye. 

Two years later, the researcher’s mother had seriously taken ill and was rushed to 
the hospital the day before her 65" birthday. There she was diagnosed with cancer. The 
doctors informed her family that chemotherapy and radiation treatments were not an 


option. The cancer had already spread throughout her body. The doctors informed her 
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family the only thing they could do is try to keep her mother comfortable and that in the 
coming weeks the family should consider hospice care. At the time, the researcher was 
six months pregnant, and recalled her mother telling her when she was a young girl that 
whenever one of her five children was born someone in the family would die. Once 
again, the researcher experienced a broken heart. 

This time it was her mother. She pondered, how she would ever be able to say 
goodbye to the woman that she loved and admired so dearly. All of her life they shared a 
very special mother-daughter relationship. And now she was terminally ill. It was the 
worst time in the researcher’s life. She cried, “Lord not my mother. Not my mother.” God 
answered and said, she’s been fighting this cancer a long time and she did not want her 
family to know. 

The researcher said God if this is your will, please do not allow her mother to die 
in the hospital but at home surrounded by her loving family. God granted her petition. On 
December 12, her mother was placed in home hospice where she died on December 18, 
1993, thirty-two days after her 65™ birthday, and three months prior to the birth of her 
first granddaughter. The researcher was devastated. She felt like there was a hole in her 
heart that would never mend itself. But God, in His infinite wisdom and mercy, gave the 
researcher the strength to bear the loss and filled the void with the birth of a beautiful 
baby girl who was born on March 7, 1994. She is the apple of her eye. For eighteen years, 
the researcher has experienced the joys of being a mother, and sharing her faith with her 
one and only daughter. No doubt, this is what her mother wanted for her. 

Having faith in God and believing God when He said that the second time around 


would be far greater than the first, the researcher was joined in holy matrimony to her 
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second husband on January 14, 1995. She states although her husband wanted to get 
married during the time of her pregnancy, she did not want him to marry her out of 
obligation because she was pregnant, but because he truly loved her and wanted to spend 
the rest of his life with her. On January 14, 2012, they celebrated their seventeenth 
wedding anniversary. To God be the glory, as God’s favor continues to rest upon their 
marriage. 

In April 1995, the researcher’s spiritual journey continues to unfold as she 
received and accepted the call to the gospel ministry. From the moment that she heard the 
Lord call her, until the day that she actually accepted the call of God, there was an 
overwhelming struggle within. For nearly 15 months, she wrestled with the idea of being 
called by God because she could not fully articulate the calling. She was afraid to admit 
and acknowledge God’s calling. She pondered how she would tell her Pastor, family and 
friends that God was calling her into ministry, and what her response would be when they 
ask how she knows that she had been called. 

Secondly, the researcher felt so unworthy of the Call. She realized that she had 
not always lived according to God’s will, and there were some things in her life that she 
was not proud of. However, the Bible declares “If we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Based on this promise, the researcher knew that God had already forgiven her, 
and that there was no real need to focus on the past mistakes. But somehow, she just did 
not feel worthy of the call. Through prayer and meditation, the Holy Spirit helped the 
researcher understand that all the things that had happened in her life up to this point was 


ultimately to get her to the place of surrendering her will for God’s will. That God has a 
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plan and a purpose for her life. The researcher had only been a member of New Psalmist 
for five years. There was so much about the word of God she did not know or understand. 
Then the Holy Spirit revealed to her, she had it all wrong. It was not about her, but about 
what God wants to do in her life. Then the Lord guided her to Proverbs 3:5-6 which reads 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” 

When God revealed this truth, the researcher states there was what she considered 
an overwhelming (burning) desire to do what God had called her to do. Before the 
foundations of the world, God placed a divine calling upon her life. And all she had to do 
was accept the call of God, or she could reject it. 

Over the next two years, God used God’s word to reveal and to confirm the call to 
ministry. Some of the scriptures were: Isaiah 43:1, 10; Jeremiah 1:5; John 15:16; 
Philippians 1:6; and Philippians 2:5, 13, just to name a few. In her quest for knowledge 
and understanding, the researcher completed a three-year Discipleship Ministry program, 
along with a 1-% year Licentiate training program for ministers. On April 30, 1998, she 
was licensed to preach the gospel. 

Four weeks later, after preaching her initial sermon, her father died of congestive 
heart failure. Prior to his death, he had been hospitalized with dementia and other health 
issues. Five years earlier her mother was funeralized, and now it was time to say farewell 
to the patriarch of the family. What a difficult time it was. The researcher wanted to be 
strong but she knew it was humanly impossible. Although she could not fully 
comprehend the sudden death of her parents, God ministered to her through a song she 


heard on the radio while driving one day to the hospital. The song was entitled “Accept 
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What God Allows” by Twinkie Clark. She knew God was talking to her and if she were 
ever going to get through this, she would have to accept what God allows. Although she 
did not want to understand it, she had to accept it. On May 19, 1998, one week before her 
40" birthday her father went home to be with the Lord. 

The journey continues. At the unction of the Holy Spirit, the researcher enrolled 
as a student at Howard University School of Divinity in the Fall Semester 1999 and 
earned her Master of Divinity degree in the Spring 2003. She truly believes that at every 
milestone along her spiritual journey, the hand of God has been the one orchestrating and 
guiding her life. With a desire to work in full-time ministry, in October 2006, God 
opened the door, and she accepted a full time staff position at New Psalmist Baptist 
Church as the Minister of Family Wholeness providing holistic ministry experiences that 
connect, transform, strengthen, and re-energize the lives of members and families. In 
November 2007, the researcher was ordained. 

As the Minister of Family Wholeness, some of researcher’s successes in ministry 
include creating programs that give individuals a sense of being connected to one another 
and the church; mobilizing and reorganizing the Women’s Ministry to ensure that the 
ministry meets the needs of women in the church and community; transitioning and 
integrating Sunday school as part of the Kingdom Kidz Children’s Ministry, thereby 
creating ministry programs that nurtures, empowers and teaches children to grow and 
develop spiritually, and develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ; implementing 
ministry events and activities for the seniors and married couples; and serving four years 


as a Site Manager for Kingdom Conferences. In terms of failures in ministry, for the most 
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part the researcher does not focus on the negatives. More importantly, she views failures 
as a learning opportunity for growth. 

In August 2010, the researcher enrolled in the Doctor of Ministry program at the 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio where she could expand her theological 
understanding of effective ministry at an advanced level. The research was equipped with 


the tools necessary to do transformative ministry and take ministry to another level. 


Context Analysis 


The researcher’s ministry context is New Psalmist Baptist Church located at 6020 
Marian Drive, Baltimore, Maryland. New Psalmist Baptist Church has a rich history that 
spans over 100 years. To say the church has come a long way is an understatement. The 
church was founded by Rev. Junius Gray in 1899 and was named the Right Independent 
Freewill Baptist Church. It had its beginnings in the basement of a house on Russell 
Terrace, with fewer than twenty members. 

In 1901, the church purchased and moved to a two-story building at 1102 Parrish 
Alley. The very next year the adjoining property was bought and a new church building 
was constructed. Later, in 1911, the church, renamed Psalmist Baptist Church, purchased, 
and remodeled property at Riggs Avenue and Woodyear Street. Rev. Gray was an active 
community leader, and the church donated $100 towards salaries of Negro Nurses in 
segregated colored schools. Rev. Junius Gray pastored Psalmist Baptist Church for 47 
years. 

Rev. Atkins was called to pastor New Psalmist Baptist Church in June 1948. 


Under his leadership, New Psalmist membership greatly increased. Due to congregational 
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growth, the church purchased and moved to a new building at Druid Hill and North 
Avenues in 1954. During Rev. Atkins' pastorate, many improvements were made to the 
interior, including installation of a baptismal pool, powder room for the ladies and air 
conditioning. A new pipe organ and hot water heater were also purchased. The $56,000 
mortgage was paid in full and burned in 1960. The church was renamed the New Psalmist 
Baptist Church. Rev. Atkins was an excellent preacher. He labored diligently in service 
for God until his sudden passing on March 16, 1974. 

Dr. Walter S. Thomas, Sr. was called to pastor this church in April of 1975. Under 
his stewardship, in 1978, New Psalmist moved from Druid Hill and North Avenues to 
Cathedral and Franklin Streets. While in downtown Baltimore, New Psalmist grew 
tremendously. In 1991, a church meeting was held and a motion was passed to build a 
new church. In 1994, New Psalmist broke ground and two years later, April 7, 1996, New 
Psalmist moved from Franklin and Cathedral Street to 4501% Old Frederick Road; a 
multi-million-dollar worship center and ministry complex on 19 acres of land. 

New Psalmist was thankful to God for such a blessing. But God was not finished. 
In 2005, another church meeting was held to build the new Holy City of Zion complex. In 
2008, the church broke ground, and on October 16, 2010, another vision was fulfilled as 
New Psalmist walked into its new 4,000-seat sanctuary that will allow for more persons 
to grow and know the saving power of Jesus Christ. 

The New Psalmist Baptist Church, Holy City of Zion campus is located in 
Baltimore City. The ministry campus resides in the Seton Business Community 21215 
zip code area. According to the 2000 census data, the population in the area was 66,358. 


The estimated population in 2008 is 65,164. The number of houses and condos totaled 
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28, 410. There are 12,103 occupied apartment renters in the community. The number of 
males is 29,587, and the number females total 36,771. The estimate household median 
income is $38,449. The Holy City of Zion also resides in the 21207 zip code. In this area, 
according to the 2000 census data, the population was 47,995. The estimated population 
in 2008 is 51,007. The number of houses and condos total 19,511. There are 7,211 
occupied apartment renters in the community. Males total 21,813 and the number of 
females total 26,142. The estimate household median income is $38,449. Within a five to 
ten miles radius there the church is surrounded by a total of twenty-eight public 
elementary, middle and high schools. In addition, there are eleven private schools. The 
number of churches in the community exceeds over seventy. There are over fifty-two 
business community associations in the new community. 

Bishop Thomas believes in the importance of Education. In 1986, Bishop Thomas 
founded New Psalmist Christian School. Students from New Psalmist Christian School 
have gone on to higher education institutions such as Temple University, Spellman 
College, Morehouse College, and Morgan State University. The school closed in 2008 
after 22 years of educating young minds. 

New Psalmist is very fertile growing ground. There is Bible study classes held 
every day of the week, a three-year discipleship program, leadership classes, and ministry 
school for future ministers of the gospel. 

New Psalmist has a nationally televised broadcast, "Empowering Disciples" that 
can be viewed locally and on the Word Network, three Sunday morning worship services 
at 7:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 11:45 a.m., a regular Wednesday noon-day worship service, 


Baptism is held the first Saturday of each month, Communion is served every Wednesday 
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after the first Sunday at noon and Thursday after the first Sunday at 6:30 p.m., and over 

15 sons and daughters that have gone from New Psalmist to pastor other churches. 
Bishop Thomas has led New Psalmist to higher heights and deeper depths in 

Christ. Under his leadership the church has grown from 200 to 7,000. Based upon 7,000 


members, the estimated percentage age groups are as follows: 


Percentage / Category _| Age Groups Membership (Estimated) 
7% - Children 1 — 12 years old 490 
8% - Youth 13 — 17 years old r 560 
17% - Young Adults 18 — 40 years old | 1190 
22% -AdultMen | 41 — 64 years old 1540 
35% - Adult Women 41 — 64 years old 2450 
11% - Seniors 65 and over 770 


New Psalmist has come a long way with the help of the Lord and three great men 
of God. For eyes have not seen, neither have ears heard what great things are in store for 


New Psalmist Baptist Church. 


Our Mission 


The mission of the New Psalmist Baptist Church is to fulfill the great commission. 
We are called to save the lost and nurture believers in the faith. Our mission is to go into 
the entire world and make disciples of all persons. 


Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
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teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. Matthew 

28:19-20 

Our Vision 

God is calling us to serve God’s Kingdom. He is using us to minister both locally 
and nationally. We are seeking to live in God’s will as we reach out to the world with 
God’s saving message. We are called to help persons understand and experience the love 
of God. We set forth to help develop new believers in the faith that they may become 
disciples of Jesus Christ. We are a caring people and it is out of our caring that the Holy 
Spirit has called forth ministries that we might be a blessing to others. We are called to 
reach as many people as we can with the message and then to help them become strong in 
the Lord. 


Our Covenant 


A covenant is an agreement between two parties. At New Psalmist, we have a 
covenant with God that affirms us as a people. 

We the members of the Body of Christ, give ourselves totally in worship to you O 
Lord. We want to hear from you, embrace you, and know you, that we may complete 
your will for our lives. We seek to be in your presence, so we can have a Christ-centered 
approach to living. Therefore, we are becoming empowered disciples; confident and 


capable in everything we do for the Kingdom of God. 
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Demographics 


Baltimore is the largest independent city in the United States and the largest city 
and cultural center of the U.S. state of Maryland.” The city is located in central Maryland 
along the tidal portion of the Patapsco River, an arm of the Chesapeake Bay. Baltimore is 
sometimes referred to as Baltimore City in order to distinguish it from surrounding 
Baltimore County. Founded in 1729, Baltimore is the largest U.S. seaport in the mid- 
Atlantic and is situated closer to major mid-western markets than any other major seaport 
on the East Coast. Baltimore's Inner Harbor was once the second leading port of entry for 
immigrants to the United States and a major manufacturing center. The harbor is now 
home to Harborplace, a shopping, entertainment, and tourist center, and the National 
Aquarium in Baltimore. According to Forbes, the city of Baltimore was rated 3rd best 
place to shop in 2010. After a decline in manufacturing, Baltimore shifted to a service- 
oriented economy. Johns Hopkins University and Johns Hopkins Hospital are now the 
city's largest employers.” 

As of 2009, the population of Baltimore was 637,418. The Baltimore 
Metropolitan Area has approximately 2.7 million residents; the 21st largest in the 
country. Baltimore is also the largest city in the surrounding associated combined 
statistical area of approximately 8.4 million residents.* 

The city is named after Lord Baltimore in the Irish House of Lords, the founding 


proprietor of the Maryland Colony. Baltimore himself took his title from a place in 


"Fact about Baltimore, Maryland, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore (accessed January 25, 
2011). 


3Ibid. 


‘Tbid. 
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Bornacoola parish, County Leitrim and County Longford, Ireland. Baltimore is an 
anglicized form of the Irish Baile an Tf Mh6ir, meaning "Town of the Big House", not to 
be confused with Baltimore, County Cork, the Irish name of which is Dan na Séad. 

Baltimore is divided officially into nine geographical regions: Northern, 
Northwestern, Northeastern, Western, Central, Eastern, Southern, Southwestern, and 
Southeastern, with each patrolled by a respective Baltimore Police Department district. 
However, it is common for locals to divide the city simply by East or West Baltimore, 
using Charles Street as a dividing line, and/or into North and South using Baltimore 
Street as a dividing line. 

According to the 2006-2008 American Community Survey, the racial composition 


of Baltimore was as follows:° 


e Black or African American: 63.4% 

e White: 31.9% (Non-Hispanic Whites: 30.6%) 

e Native American: 0.2% 

e Asian: 1.9% 

e Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander: <0.1% 

e Some other race: 0.9% 

e Two or more races: 1.6% 

e Hispanic or Latino (of any race): 2.6% 

The population density was 8,058.4 people per square mile (3,111.5/km?). There 
were 300,477 housing units at an average density of 3,718.6/sq. mi (1,435.8/km?). The 


racial makeup of the city was 64.85% African American, 31.28% white, 0.32% native 


“Ibid. 
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American, 1.53% Asian, 0.03% Pacific islander, 0.67% from other races, and 1.47% from 
two or more races. 1.70% of the population was Hispanic or Latino of any race. This 
census, however, does not accurately represent the city's Latino population, which, over 
the past few years, has been steadily increasing. This growth is mainly seen in the 
southeastern neighborhoods around Upper Fells Point, Patterson Park, and Highlandtown, 
and in the city's Northwestern neighborhoods such as Fallstaff, as well as various 
neighborhoods of Northeastern Baltimore. 6.2% of the population was of German 
ancestry according to Census 2000. 

There were 257,996 households, out of which 25.5% had children under the age 
of 18 living with them, 26.7% were married couples living together, 25.0% had a female 
householder with no husband present, and 43.0% were non-families. 34.9% of all 
households are made up of individuals, and 11.3% had someone living alone who was 65 
years of age or older. The average household size was 2.42, and the average family size 
was 3.16. 

In the city, the population age spreads were 24.8% for persons under the age of 
18, 10.9% for ages 18 to 24, 29.9% for ages 25 to 44, 21.2% for ages 45 to 64, and 13.2% 
were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 35 years. For every 100 females there 
were 87.4 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 82.9 males. 

The median income for a household in the city was $30,078, and the median 
income for a family was $35,438. Despite the housing collapse, and along with the 
national trends, Baltimore residents still face slowly increasing rent (up 3% in the last 
year). Males had a median income of $31,767 versus $26,832 for females. The per capita 


income for the city was $16,978. About 18.8% of families and 22.9% of the population 
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were below the poverty line, including 30.6% of those under age 18 and 18.0% of those 
ages 65 or over. 

The researcher’s context in ministry is New Psalmist Baptist Church. She believes 
that God has placed her within the context of New Psalmist to do a great work in the 
Kingdom of God for such a time as this. Undoubtedly, the researcher of this project has a 
passion, a commitment, and heart for working with and ministering to God’s people. The 
researcher’s aim is to help people come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, 
and to develop a personal relationship with Him. In light of everything one might be 
dealing with, her aim is to help make a difference in someone else’s life. 

The researcher remarks that God has given her a unique anointing and assignment 
to serve and minister to families in the church, schools, and community. As an agent of 
change, her ministry context includes developing and implementing creative ministry 
events and activities for children, engaged and married couples, and seniors that will 
empower individuals to claim their strengths, acknowledge their weaknesses, and actively 
create a healthy future through the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Her context in 
ministry affords her the opportunity to be creative while achieving distinctive ministries 
of excellence and integrity that respond to the needs of God’s people in a changing 
society and remain aligned with the mission and vision of the New Psalmist Baptist 
Church. 

For the purpose of the ministry context, the researcher focused her attention on 
the New Psalmist Baptist Church Kingdom Kidz Ministry, a ministry where God has 
called her to serve and minister to young children ages nine and ten years old. This 


ministry project focused on whether or not prophetic preaching had an impact on the 
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spiritual formation in children. The researcher conducted a six-week Bible study class to 
assess and demonstrate that the use of Bible lessons, Bible stories, and the proclamation 
of the gospel, enabled children to grow in their faith and understanding of the word of 


God. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY PROJECT 


The researcher in this chapter will explore literature that pertains to this project or 
writing. She will examine those who have composed writings on preaching as well as 
spiritual formation in regards to the impact of spiritual formation in children. Each of the 
books used enabled the researcher to gain understanding of the subject at hand and to 
review and analyze what others have written in regards to prophetic preaching that 
impacts spiritual formation. It must be noted that the researcher did not find many 
writings directly pertaining to spiritual formation in children, but the reviews of the books 
listed assisted the researcher to gain a broader understanding of spiritual formation. 

In, When Children Became People: The Birth of Childhood in Early Christianity, 
by, O. M. Bakke, the focus was on the growing numbers of children today that are 
impoverished, exploited, abandoned, orphaned, or killed. Bakke's insightful work begins 
to untangle the roots of their complex plight. This study is useful to the researcher’s 
project because it looks at early Christian perception and treatment of children from 
many different angles including the theological, historical and the ethical, and the 


responsibility of parents for their spiritual formation, nurture and education.' 


'O. M. Bakke, When Children Became People: The Birth of Childhood in Early Christianity 
(Minneapolis, IN: Augsburg Fortress, 2005). 
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In David Jensen’s Graced Vulnerability: A Theology of Childhood, Jensen’ s 
primary claim is that children’s vulnerability exemplifies our basic humanity and God’s 
own nature. By becoming vulnerable with the children in our midst, we not only stake a 
claim with their lives, we also understand more fully what it means to be created in the 
image of God and what it means to be church.” 

Another book that aided the researcher in the spiritual development curriculum 
was Building a Great Children’s Ministry by Evelyn M.R. Johnson and Bobbie Bowers. 
Here the authors presented an effective approach for building and maintaining a healthy 
environment for children’s ministry.’ This book was useful to the researcher because it 
provided the tools necessary to assist congregations in planning children’s ministry and 
sought to help them determine the direction their children’s ministry should take. 

The authors in Children Matter: Celebrating Their Place in the Church, Family, 
and Community, provides students, pastors, and lay leaders in the church with 
understanding of children’s spirituality, their place in the faith community, and how that 
community can effectively nurture its youngest members." Building on biblical and 
theological foundations, the book focuses on practices in the contemporary Christian 
church that provide a healthy environment for children; practices that lead the church to 
truly be the people of God with children as valued participants in its life. The authors go 


on to suggest that from the study of scripture we gain a glimpse of God’s heart for 


*David H. Jensen, Graced Vulnerability: A Theology of Childhood (Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim 
Press, 2005). 


Evelyn M. R. Johnson and Bobbie Bower, Building A Great Children’s Ministry, Edited by Lyle 
E. Schaller (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1992). 


“Scottie May, Beth Posterski, Catherine Stonehouse, and Linda Cannell, Children Matter: 
Celebrating Their Place in the Church, Family, and Community (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2005). 
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children and God’s desires for children to be treasured, welcomed, instructed, and seen as 
models of faith in the home and the church. How welcome children feel and how fully 
they experience the church and family powerfully influence whether the context 
encourages or hinders their coming to Jesus. 

In her book, Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood, Mercer 
focuses on the search for a child-affirming Christian theology and for a church that 
genuinely welcomes children amid a culture and church tradition that at best embraces 
them ambivalently. Mercer affirms that educating children in faith means including them 
in every aspect of church life—in worship, in mission, and in fellowship; and apart from 
that community, becoming a disciple cannot happen.’ This book was useful to the 
researcher because welcoming children requires challenging the social and political 
forces that diminish them, celebrating the turmoil and gladness they bring, and enfolding 
them in all aspects of Christian life. Children have the capacity to make God known and 
to embody a rich nonmaterial divine abundance. 

In, Joining Children on the Spiritual Journey provides parents, teachers, and 
Christian education leaders with valuable insights into spiritual formation during 
childhood. By learning about the process of spiritual formation, parents and those leading 
children's ministries will be enabled to facilitate the spiritual growth of children in their 
care.° This book will aid in the researcher’ s understanding of how a child’s faith forms 
and how Christian educators can enhance the child’s spiritual development through 


liturgy, biblical stories, and parables. 


Joyce Ann Mercer, Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood (St. Louis, MO: 
Chalice Press, 2005). 


°Catherine Stonehouse, Joining Children on the Spiritual Journey: Nurturing A Life of 
Faith (Grand Rapids, MO: BridgePoint Book, 1998). 
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In Family the Forming Center: A Vision of the Role of the Family in Spiritual 
Formation, the author discusses the first place most of us experience God and learn the 
values that shape our lives is within the family. She focuses her attention on the fact that 
children need to see and understand that the spiritual life is significant to their parents at 
home as well as at church. The author suggests that if the family’s home life differs from 
the image they present at church, then, children will see faith as contrived and irrelevant’. 
This book was useful to the researcher because it provides practical models, rituals, and 
celebrations that will inspire children to grow spiritually and will help parents develop 
close family relationships filled with God's love, trust and values. 

Hans-Ruedi Weber, Jesus and the Children: Biblical Resources for Study and 
Preaching, emphasizes the importance of Christian ministry to children. This study guide 
was useful to the researcher because it provides helpful ideas and suggestions for 
presenting the teachings of Jesus to children. It demonstrates the many ways Jesus 
ministered to children and how children share the experience of Jesus Christ.*® 

In the book, Will Our Children Have Faith, Westerhoff discusses how can we be 
communities that nourish and nurture the faith of children, instead of only teaching them 
facts? The author also focuses on instead of expecting faith formation to happen within a 
variety of contexts — the family, church family, and school — religious education has been 


relegated entirely to Sunday morning classes. There the children learn the facts about 


™Marjorie J. Thompson, Family the Forming Center: A Vision of the Role of the Family in 
Spiritual Formation (Nashville, TN: Upper Room Books, 1996). 


’Hans-Ruedi Weber, Jesus and the Children: Biblical Resources for Study and Preaching 
(Atlanta, GA: John Knox Press, 1979). 
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religion, but will they learn or experience faith?’ This book was helpful to the researcher 
in that it provided a foundation for spiritual formation in children. 

In her book, Kids, Real Faith: Practices for Nurturing Children’s Spiritual Lives, 
Karen Yust, gives an insightful look into a culture that has lost touch with love, 
compassion, and meaning, and provides meaning, insight and a variety of helpful ideas 
on how parents can be intentional about building and nurturing children spiritually.'° This 
book helped the researcher gain a rich understanding of building and nurturing children. 

In the book, The Heart of Christianity, author Marcus Borg focused on the life- 
giving practices of worship, prayer and Sabbath. The author assisted the researcher in 
attaining a much clearer understanding of how living out the love of God gave Christian 
identity." 

In his book, Children in the Early Church, W. A. Strange draws on the many 
sources available about the position of children in the ancient world of the New 
Testament, the writings of the New Testament and the early church. The author provides 
an in depth look at the role Jesus ascribes to children in his Kingdom in relation to 
nurturing, baptism, and church membership. This book was useful to the researcher 


because it suggests that anyone passionately involved in children’s ministry must be 


*John H. Westerhoff, Il. Will Our Children Have Faith? (Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse Publishing, 
2000). 


‘Karen Marie Yust, Real Kids, Real Faith: Practices for Nurturing Children’s Spiritual Lives 
(San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2004). 


"Marcus J. Borg, The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering A Life Of Faith (San Francisco, CA: 
Harper Collins, 2003). 
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motivated by the examples of Jesus himself and guarding against considering children as 
of little or no account.'” 

The researcher gained a better understanding of spiritual formation and nurturing 
from Walter Brueggemann. His reflection pointed to trust as foundational to faith 
formation and suggested how the faith community can nurture a child. In the Old 
Testament various stories were used to describe blessings of children; and New 
Testament stories in which Jesus valued children and demonstrated to those around him 
their importance to the kingdom. Another Biblical understanding of the word children 
referred to adults as God’s children. The importance of ritual and symbol used by the 


people of Israel came through the Old and New Testaments. 
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CHAPTER THREE 


FOUNDATION AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE 


The purpose of this chapter is to provide historical, biblical, and theological 


foundations to aide in the researcher’s project development as well as to conduct a review 


of the literature that pertains to spiritual formation, transformation, and nurturing. The 


researcher also examined whether prophetic preaching has an impact on the process of 


spiritual formation in children. 


The researcher used three assumptions to support this research project that 


included: 


1. 


Children have an innate spirituality. Children’s spirituality 
connects to God in ways beyond an adult’s understanding. 
Children model a way of life in God’s kingdom. 


Families nurture a child’s innate spirituality. Families recognize, 
affirm, and nurture a child’s spirituality towards increasing 
wholeness, especially through prayer, religious language, and holy 
listening. 


The church family, through its education and worship life, supports 
the nurturing ministry of families by offering a safe environment 
appropriate for families to learn and grow together. It also provides 
resources, ideas, and guidance in the practices of nurturing in a 
pattern that announces and channels the blessing of God. 
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Historical Foundations 


Children are essential to the life of the church—yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
Throughout the Scriptures we see again and again that the survival of the faith 
community is dependent on each new generation of children. And it becomes the 
responsibility of the family and community to pass on to their children the story of God’s 
creation, redeeming, and sustaining grace and power (Dt 4:9; 6:4-9; 11:19; Prv 22:6; 
Ephesians 6:4). 

The mandate to make God known to our children and our children’s children 
extends to us today. But the way this scriptural directive is carried out looks quite 
different in the contemporary church than in the early days of the Christian church. 

Life in the twenty-first century is not the same as life in the first century. In each 
generation, God’s people have sought to effectively carry out their responsibility of 
passing the truth about God on to their children. In different times and different places, 
particular people have been empowered by the Spirit of God to be leaders in thinking and 
action in this enterprise. Each successive era has had significant Christian leaders who 
have contributed to the church’s understanding of who children are and what it means to 
teach them about living as followers of Jesus. 

In 1517, the Protestant Reformation was set in motion by the nailing of Martin 
Luther’s ninety-five theses to the church door in Wittenberg. Luther believed that 
Scripture fully supported the practice of infant baptism: 

For Luther, salvation occurs when baptism is received, as long as 

one recognizes that what makes it saving is the ongoing 

reorientation of human life that it effects. Luther’s emphasis on the 

daily return to baptism shows that the claim “I am baptized” does 


not so much identify a specific event in time as described a lifelong 
condition. The two most defining relationships in a baptized 
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person’s life are with the God of the gospel and with the church. 

To use baptism aright is to immerse oneself in the various means 

of grace—worship, prayer, proclamation, sacraments, — so that 

one is constantly exposed to the working of the Spirit. Apart from 

the church, this is impossible. 

From infancy until the age of understanding, at seven, Luther placed the 
responsibility for nurturing a child’s faith on both parents and the community. 

Not only did the Protestant Reformation revolutionize the church, but also its 
influence spilled over in the broader society. Through the leadership of the Reformers, 
the whole educational system across Europe changed. Schools had been under the strict 
control of the Roman church leaders. From Luther and other Reformers’ perspective, 
these schools were largely failures. Luther placed a high value on education and believed 
that all children, rich and poor, boys and girls, should attend school. There they would 
study the scriptures, the classical languages, and Hebrew, German, history, poetry, 
singing, instrumental music, and mathematics. He believed that only if children were 
educated could they give their full service to God and the community.” 

During the early modern period, Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) was 
especially influential in reshaping views of the nature of childhood. His writing on the 
innate goodness of children was in stark contrast to both the theological concept that 
children are “born in sin” and the “blank slate” perspective of John Locke. Rousseau 


proposed that human beings are not born in a state of depravity but are contaminated as a 


result of living in a morally corrupt society. In his 1762 novel Emile, Rousseau presents 
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an elevated view of children and suggests a way of parenting and educating that moves 
away from stern discipline to leaving children free to learn what matters when they are 
ready. The book begins with a statement that succinctly states Rousseau’s view of the 
child: “Everything is good as it leave the hands of the Author of Things; everything 
degenerates in the hands of man.” 

His ideas sparked a radical reordering of educational practice. Several educational 
experiments flowed from the influence of Rousseau’s writing, including schools founded 
by Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi and by Friedrich Froebel, who is known as the father of 
the kindergarten. 

Also during this period, Christian leaders began to pay attention to the plight of 
disadvantaged children—the poor, the illiterate, the orphan. The Industrial Revolution 
moved many families from small communities to crowded cities. Parents were working 
away from home, and many children were also in the workforce. As a result, new 
problems related to the needs of children emerged. No longer was the extended family or 
village there to respond to the orphaned or sick child or the family in crisis. During the 
mid-1800s, it was estimated that in London alone there were thirty thousand children who 
lacked a proper home and adequate care.* 

School were not generally provided for these children, partly for economic 
reasons and partly because the upper class feared that educating the poor might 
encourage them to step out as entrepreneurs or scholars and thus disrupt the hierarchy of 


the social class system. 
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However, schools for street children, called Ragged Schools, began to turn up in 
major cities around Europe. These schools generally depended on the support of kindly 
philanthropists. 

The Sunday school too arose in response to the plight of working poor children. 
Robert Raikes, a newspaper publisher from Gloucester, England, is known as the father 
of the Sunday school. In England at the close of the eighteenth century, poor children 
were expected to spend six days a week working in factories. On Sunday, when they 
were free from their responsibilities of work, lower-class children tended to roam the 
streets, causing trouble and disturbing local businesses. Raikes, a member of the Church 
of England, saw the situation as an opportunity. He focused blame for the behavior of the 
children on the ignorance of society towards their needs. Determined to take proactive 
measures, Raikes hired his first Sunday school teacher in 1780 or 1781. His intent was to 
train the factory children to read the Scriptures to impress upon them values of morality 
and good behavior. He waited three full years before beginning to communicate the 
Sunday school concept and the results. Once the information became public, Raikes 
received a steady stream of inquiries about his approach to Sunday school. Since it was 
costly to print the full Bible as his curriculum, Raikes printed a book, Sunday School 
Scholar’s Companion, which included simple Bible lessons.” 

As Raikes’s Sunday school idea quickly spread, a Baptist draper, William Fox, also 
saw a way to further his dream that all poor Englishmen would be taught to read. In 1785, 
Fox along with several other influential men began the Sunday School Society to 


promote the spread of Sunday schools. Its motto was “To prevent vice, to encourage 
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industry, to diffuse the light of knowledge, to bring men cheerfully to submit to their 
stations.”° The society instituted by Fox raised funds to pay the salaries of Sunday school 
teachers and to purchase supplies for the classes. 

After a time the funds raised by Fox were depleted, and the society was quietly 
dissolved. In its place, the London Sunday-School Union began. The aim of the union 
was “to promote the opening of new schools, and to furnish literature suited for Sunday- 
schools at a cheap rate.’ In 1841 it began publishing a series of Sunday school lessons 
that were broadly used. By 1880, one hundred years after the first Sunday school began, 
the number of Sunday scholars in Great Britain was reported as 6,060,667." 

Benjamin Jacob, the Baptist layman who helped to transform the Sunday school 
into a worldwide movement, spoke of teaching as leading others by example on the road 
to spiritual maturity. Children, he pointed out, may or may not study their Bibles as 
diligently as desired, but they will study the lives of the adults they meet in the church. 
And so teachers must be models of what they desire others to become; they are to be 
spirited mentors and not instructors.” 

The support of John Wesley and the Methodist movement helped to give impetus 
to the establishment of the Sunday school. Wesley exhorted preachers to spend time with 
children and directed them to formalize a group if at least ten children were in regular 


attendance. To Wesley, it did not matter whether a particular preacher had gifts and 
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abilities suited to working with children. What mattered more was willingness to fulfill 
what he believed was a responsibility of ordained ministry.'° Wesley was convinced that 
many children experienced genuine faith during their formative years.'! This belief fueled 
his investment in the spiritual instruction and nurture of children. Ministry to children 
was an essential part of being a Methodist preacher.’ 

Compared with many of the cultures of the ancient Mediterranean world, Israel 
valued and welcomed children wholeheartedly. At the center of Israel’s regard of 
children was its understanding of covenant. Children, as inheritors of the covenant, did 
not grow into God’s promises for the community, but were from birth participants in 
them. Though many consequences of the covenant were decidedly patriarchal (fathers 
wielded substantial authority over their children and any who cursed father or mother 
could be executed [Lev. 20:9]), generally speaking, the covenant regarded children as 
persons. They were not the mere objects of their parents’ will, but the subjects of God’s 
creative intent, a creativity that rendered each child unique and irreplaceable.'? The ritual 
practice of a community is a lens through which we might view that community’s regard 
of children. Judith Gundry-Volf summarizes this insight well: “Children were members 


of God’s covenant with Israel...and it was expected that they would assume covenantal 
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responsibilities.”'* Children stood not on the margins of covenant, but as participants in 
God’s promises to Israel. 

The story of Israel’s covenant breaking and God’s faithfulness to the covenant 
further documents the embrace of children. In the prophetic literature, children symbolize 
the dawning of a new day, when Zion will be restored, and the covenant will be engraved 
on people’s hearts (Is 9:16; 11:6; Ez 37:25). Children epitomize hope for covenantal 
renewal. Isaiah expresses this hope succinctly: 

My spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your 

mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouths of 

your children, or out of the mouths of your children’s children, 

says the Lord, from now on and forever.’ 

Throughout the Hebrew Bible, children are seen as blessings for the future, signs 
of God’s creative intent and faithfulness that surpasses all generations.'© 

From the Bible we get a glimpse of what children experienced in the Old 
Testament faith community and in a relationship with Jesus. Using experience in our 
search for truth about spiritual formation calls us to be attentive to the experiences of 
children and their parents. In her book, Joining Children on the Spiritual Journey, 
Catherine Stonehouse focuses on spiritual formation, spiritual development, spiritual 


growth, and how faith forms during childhood, which includes instruction but involves 


much more than the formal education programs of the church."” 
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What is spiritual formation? The goal of spiritual formation is a maturing faith 
and a deepening relationship with Jesus Christ, through which we become more like 
Christ in the living of our every day, lives in the world.'® The spiritual life is formed 
through practices that help to open the person to God and break down barriers that hinder 
his or her perception of God. Thus, spirituality involves the whole person relating to God 
and is not something laminated onto life.'? From infancy, the personality is forming; 
children are developing the elements of their personhood with which they will relate to 
God. They are becoming persons who will be inclined toward faith or persons who will 
find it hard to trust, persons who take the initiative, can stick with a task, and are ready to 
serve others or persons who do not believe they can make a difference in their own lives 
or the life of anyone else. 

The spiritual life of the child is forming at a deep level. Healthy personality 
development prepares children for openness to God, whereas developmental dysfunction 
creates barriers to a life of trusting, growing faith. A biblical view presents God as the 
initiator of all spiritual life. The Apostle Paul stated that we are saved by grace through 
faith and that grace and faith are gifts of God (Eph 2:8). From the beginning of life God’s 
grace is active on our behalf, forming us through experiences and relationships, making it 
possible for us to respond to God’s love when the time is right.°° Many children sense 
God’s presence, love Jesus, and are captured by Bible stories. Those are evidences of 
grace. We will never minister with a child in whose life the grace of God is not active. 


Even the hurting, angry child can experience grace through our love. The power of God’s 
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love can overcome prejudice as we choose to love and welcome all God’s children. 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, when we begin to discover each child’s gifts, we can affirm 
these gifts and help children build their self-esteem. Parents and other adults give 
children a precious gift when we affirm them for who they are, not just for what they do. 

The church needs a new awareness of the importance of childhood. Children are 
now becoming the persons they will be and are laying the foundations on which to build 
life and faith. They are being formed through what they experience in their homes, 
schools, and the faith community. We must not be satisfied with giving them one or two 
lessons a week in formal Christian education settings. Our concern for the formation of 
children must embrace the family and the school as well as the church.” 

God chooses children. This theological statement indicates that children are loved 
because of the simple fact that they are. God’s posture towards children is different. The 
interpretation of childhood begins with the doctrine of election intentionally, because 
children are created in God’s image, not ours. God chooses them as subjects of divine 
love; the primary value of children is not found primarily in some aspect of the creature 
but in the gracious initiative of the Creator.” Living in God’s image, children are 
metaphors of openness to the One who creates each of us differently. There is no such 
thing as a model child, for the shapes of children’s lives are as infinitely varied as the 
stars in the heavens. In societies that prize security and protection—in this respect 
contemporary America is strikingly similar to the Roman-Greco world—vulnerability is 


hardly a virtue to be praised. Yet this is precisely the focus of Matthews’s infancy 
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narrative, the way the baby king exposes the false security of power and privilege. As 
Lynlea Rodger has written, 

Matthew’s portrayal of the child is not in the genre of romanticism 

nor is it naive. In the infancy narrative Jesus is portrayed as the 

divinely begotten son (huios), but he is also the vulnerable child 

(paidion) who, with his equally vulnerable mother, is threatened 

from the beginning by powers inimical to the teleos appointed for 

him. It is the weakness and vulnerability of the child Jesus which 

mark him out as the true king and which subsequently form the 

center of his teachings which is framed around humility (e.g., 5:3- 

12, 11:29) and a humble lifestyle (21:5). 

Jurgen Moltmann makes this point well: “The point is not that children are closer to the 
kingdom of God because of especially childlike properties (like innocence or naiveté that 
adults have lost), but rather that the kingdom of God is closer to them because they are 
loved, embraced, and blessed by God.”* 

Chosen by God, graced by difference, children are also pilgrims—persons who 
are beginning to question and journey in life. They are pilgrims not because they are on 
their way somewhere, not because they are growing up to be somebody, but because they 
already are somewhere and somebody. Children’s pilgrimages call us to become who we 
already are: children of God, attentive to the surprise and mystery of creation.”° 

There is only one place a theology for education can begin—with God, the God 


who acts and thereby discloses himself and his intentions for creation. God, in the 


Christian faith, refers to the one who acts. The God of the Christian faith is a living, 
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dynamic will, with purposes for the world and the power to realize them.”° God’s will is 
for justice, equity, whole community, and the well being of all. God’s purposes are 
shaped by love using power to overcome oppression. God is a mystery and yet God 
reveals himself—his will, purposes, and power—in historic activity. 

The centrality of the Bible for Christian faith is derived from its record of God’s 
activity. The Old and the New Testaments are important because they contain the story of 
God’s actions in history and his people’s attempt to understand and respond. From the 
biblical story, we learn whom we are and how we are to live. It is God’s historical 
liberating action in Jesus Christ that is the final authority and the foundation for Christian 
faith. In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God provides us with the basis 
for understanding, interpreting, and applying our faith story. 

Faith is a gift from God. It is not a set of beliefs; nor is it a well- 

developed cognitive understanding of all things spiritual. It is an 

act of grace, in which God chooses to be in relationship with 

humanity.”’ 

In her book, Real Kids, Real Faith, Karen Yust stated, “God graciously loves and 
cares for all people—infants, children, teens, and adults—regardless of their mental 
ability to understand the myriad human ideas about the nature and activity of God in the 
world.””® 

In his fourth-century work Confessions, Saint Augustine wrote about the role of 
God grace and a fascinating account of his conversion to Christianity. Augustine tells the 


story of hearing a neighbor child chanting, “Take up and read; Take up and read.” 
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Augustine interpreted these words as a message from God to pick up his Bible and read 
the first passage he saw there. The words Augustine read succeeded in breaking through 
his unsuccessful philosophical ponderings about the existence of God to touch the central 
questions about the meaning of life that Augustine held in his heart. He realized that God 
was already in relationship with him and his concerns, even though he did not believe in 
God. 

The Jewish tradition has a similar understanding of God rooted in its concept of 
covenant. In all the stories of divine-human covenant—making is the Jewish scriptures; 
the first partner to act is God. It is God who approaches Noah and who sets a rainbow in 
the sky as a sign of commitment to future generations. It is God who invites Abram to 
view the stars as a sign of God’s everlasting covenant with the people of Israel. 

Martin Luther derived his idea that faithful persons need to be theodidacti (persons 
taught by God) from his careful reading of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. The 
Hebrew prophet Isaiah declared to the Israelites, “All your children shall be taught by the 
Lord, and great shall be the prosperity of your children” (Is 54:13). Jeremiah spoke of 
how God would put God’s teachings in every person’s heart (Jer 31:33-34), and John 
recalled these words when he wrote, “It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be 
taught by God’” (John 6:45). When we think of our children and ourselves as theodidacti 
who have been gifted with faith by a gracious God, we stand with a long line of people 


whom God has embraced as spiritual learners through the ages.” 


Tbid., 5. 


50 
Biblical Foundations 


How does a child become a Christian? Do children become Christians by 
conversion and evangelism similar to how adults become Christians? How is Christian 
education and instruction related to the subject of childhood transformation? When is a 
child really ready to make an affirmation of faith, or is an affirmation even necessary? 
Are children simply raised Christian, nurtured into Christian faith and life without a 
conversion experience? How early can a child’s faith be nurtured? 

One of the most significant problems facing the church is how to foster spiritual 
formation in the children in their congregations. Spiritual formation is the process 
whereby people transform into Christlikeness. For many parents, a child-friendly church 
plays a significant role in their choice of where to live. They are concerned for their 
children's growth in faith. Often they feel they do not have sufficient skills to build faith 
in their children. They look to ministers and the church for assistance. They need the help 
of a faith community that can facilitate the spiritual formation of their children. But the 
question is: Are our churches equipped to assist them? 

People usually order their lives around some sort of a calendar or schedule, such as 
a work, school, or sport season schedule. A unified church curriculum can provide 
another alternative in which life is ordered around biblical themes and the language of 
faith. 

The traditional Christian calendar provides a convenient and theologically sound 
model: beginning with the birth of Christ, the death and resurrection of Christ, continuing 
through Pentecost, and concluding with the birth of the church. Using this model 


provides for the telling and retelling of the story of redemption over the course of each 
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year. Pastors can integrate each theme into the broader context of their worship services 
and other church ministries. This plan weaves church programs, the secular calendar, and 
the story of redemption into a braid that extends throughout each year. 

The lessons should be designed to teach four key Christian themes: "Grace: God 
loves me"; "Worship: I show love to God"; "Community: How we relate as the body of 
Christ"; and "Service: Reaching out to those in the greater community." Biblical texts and 
stories taught during each quarter relate directly to the theme of the quarter. The 
repetition on the theme over a period of time allows for the incorporation of various life 
experiences of a child through the eyes of Grace, Worship, Community, and Service. 

These four themes or pillars provide a nice framework upon which to build a 
unified church curriculum. Build the curriculum on either the specific stories and texts 
used in the children's curriculum or simply focus on the themes. The themes are also 
helpful as they move in progression from understanding the love of God to putting love 
into action. Again, it is important for the themes to pervade all the church ministries. 

A unified church curriculum that emphasizes the infusion of religious language 
into the lives of those in the congregation provides a valuable tool for spiritual formation 
in children and parents. The central elements of such a curriculum are religious language 
and Bible stories. Religious language is an important tool for building faith. By religious 
language, the researcher means, words, and concepts that Christians throughout history 
have drawn from Bible stories: words such as incarnation, idolatry, salvation, grace, 
antichrist, commandment, redemption, forgiveness, love, etc. These words conceptualize 
our faith. Taken together, the words that comprise religious language create a kind of 


methodology of faith. 
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However, do we or do we not incorporate this language into our lives as much as 
we should. For example, one seldom overhears people conversing in a shopping mall 
about the finer points of forgiveness or redemption. Our lives and those of our children 
are too segmented into sacred and secular categories. A unified church curriculum can, to 
a significant degree, remedy this problem. Its goal is to induce people to incorporate 
religious language into their daily lives thus furthering their spiritual formation. It can do 
this by constantly reminding congregations of the meaning and purpose of religious 
language through Bible stories. 

Bible stories provide the content of a unified curriculum for the church. Since 
religious language derives its meaning from Bible stories, these stories are the key means 
of reminding people of the meaning and purpose of religious language. In Deuteronomy 
6:5-9, Moses spoke of this: 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am 

commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children 

and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your 

hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on 

the doorposts of your house and on your gates.*° 

This text reveals several concerns. First, spiritual nurture can result only when 
faith building touches all aspects of life. That is what a unified curriculum should do 
integrate religion in the entire life. Second, children in their formative years should be the 
intentional targets of such a curriculum. Third, the key method for accomplishing faith 
nurture is the repeated narration of how God has led in the past. Bible stories do this with 


great effect, helping the children to remember, understand, and live out the story in their 


lives. 
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A child should be introduced to the goodness and grace of God before they 
actually know the difference between right and wrong. That way, a child has the 
opportunity, from its parents, to know Jesus before knowing sin. This is a beautiful goal 
for a parent to have for their child. Children need to know who Jesus is, and what He did 
for them when He obeyed His Father, and that He wants them to obey their parents, also. 
The Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 6:1, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right.” For those children who already know this, to disobey, is for them—sin. 
One of the first words that children learn or say is no; which is their innate nature. 

Even a little child can understand the basics of "God is love."** What a profound 
verse. Since His very essence is love, since there is no other definition of love, and since 
His sacrifice was the perfect picture of love, then knowing Jesus is to know love. And 
loving Jesus is obeying Him. These concepts are foundational, and basic to any 
relationship with Jesus. "For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments."*? 
Jesus said, "If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love."*4 And a great promise, 
especially for a parent, "They who have my commandments and keep them are those who 
love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 


reveal myself to them."*> Notice, these passages are all spoken by John, the Beloved, who 
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constantly told his "Little Children" to "love one another" (Jn 13:34; Jn 15:12, 17; 1Jn 
3:11, 23; 4:7, 11-12; and 2 Jn 1:5). 

Once a child learns to love Jesus, loving His Word is the natural next step. "And 
how from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ J esus."*° "Then he opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures."*’ Knowing what Jesus did for them on the Cross begins 
their love for Him—but then continue to grow love with their understanding of the things 
of God. "At that time Jesus said, I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants.'"** "Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation."*’ As newborns desire milk, so should our children be taught to 
desire Jesus' Word. Then they can grow in His likeness. "But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."“° "And, fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord."*! 

The book of Proverbs tells us “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not turn from it.’*” We should not hinder our children from coming to God, 


because they surely will, if we will only guide them to God. And the earlier it is, the 
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easier it is. "The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces 
his mother."* "Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter."** "Even a child is known by his actions, by whether his conduct is 


pure and right."*° "You will know them by their fruits."“° 


The kingdom belongs to children. 

Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his 

hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those 

who brought them. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such 

as these.“ 

Matthew 19:13-15 reflects the author's interest in depicting Jesus as accepting and 
supportive of people with a lower social stratification class. Children, no doubt, were 
seen as the lowest class and Jesus ignores that despite their social status. Jesus affirms the 
dignity of marriage by laying his hands on, as well as praying for the little children who 
are brought to him. Although the disciples rebuke those who brought the children to 
Jesus, he insists that the children be allowed to come to him. Just as he had earlier 
focused the disciples’ attention on a child in response to the question of who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Mt 18:1-5), he again identifies those children as those 
to whom the kingdom of heaven belong. 


The juxtaposition of Jesus’ commendation of those who have been given the gift 


not to marry and his identification of children as those to whom the kingdom of heaven 
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belongs illumines the apocalyptic character of his ministry. Apocalyptic is the revelation 
of what has been hidden but now revealed through the beginning of a new age. Jesus is 
apocalyptic, making it possible for some not to marry, while at the same time making it 
possible for the church to take the time that children require, to make room for them. 
Hauerwas comments that “apocalyptic is the disruption of time necessary to make the 
normal extraordinary.”“* In a society that constantly pressures people into hasty 
marriages, the church desperately needs to encourage all who sense God leading them to 
remain single, for however long or short a period of time, to remain faithful to his 
guidance.” 

This passage is also saying that children, although of a low social class, are 
important to Jesus, and they are who the kingdom of heaven will be made of. This 
message is conveyed through the disciples trying to turn the children away and Jesus 
letting them stay and supporting them with a blessing. Why didnt the disciples want little 
children to come to Jesus? Why did Jesus allow the little children to come? 

Historically, children were the lowest in social standings. Matthew also has other 
instances in which Jesus is accepting toward those of a lower social class. Matthew 
19:13-15 is used to create an accepting image of Jesus. 

On the surface, Matthew 19:13-15 appears to be a passage of Jesus being nice to a 
group of children. With further analysis the passage deepens to another level. Jesus' 
reaction to the children is very unique for the time period. Jesus is depicted as an 


accepting man to those who were seen as nothing more than property in his time. Jesus 
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treating children this way was radical for the times. These encounters exemplified Jesus’ 
attentive and caring response toward children and their valuing as children. What 
Matthew is saying in this passage is that everyone, regardless of age, or what his or her 
station, is important to Jesus. Jesus rebukes the disciples and uses the children to teach an 
object lesson about the right way to enter God’s kingdom. “Such as these” shows that all 
children are not automatically saved but rather all those of any age who come to God 
with a childlike attitude recognizing their utter dependence on their Heavenly Father. 

Jesus, the Savior of the world, who was born in a manger, stands as the greatest 
story ever told. God sending His son as a baby showed the importance of childhood to 
God. The Bible declares that Jesus increased “in wisdom and stature.”*° 

The passage depicts Jesus in an accepting way by using his reaction to the 
children and the reaction of the disciples. This particular incident is not only recorded in 
Matthew but it's also recorded in Mark 10:13-16 and Luke 18:15-17. It appeared to the 
disciples that the whole idea of bringing little children to Jesus was rather an intrusion of 
a trivial nature. But this was not the case. 

In Matthew 18:2 and following, the disciples had witnessed the Lord's tenderness 
toward children when He had gathered into His lap a little one and used that little one as 
an illustration of spiritual truth. Parents in this scene wanted Jesus to touch their children, 
to bless their children, to pray for their children. When the children approach Jesus, the 
disciples are unhappy with them and scold the people who brought them. In biblical 
times, that is how most people would have reacted to the children. However, Jesus steps 
in and says to the disciples, "let the children come to me, and do not stop them for it is to 


such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs." Then he continues to bless the 


Lk 2:52 (NAS). 
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children and send them on their way. When Jesus says that to the disciples, it depicts him 
accepting the children, and even going a step further to make an example of them. Here 
Matthew shows Jesus accepting the children on such a high level that he uses them as an 
example in saying, "it is to people such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

In Matthew the author shows an accepting Jesus who helps those in the lower 
social classes not only in 19:13-15 where he blesses the children, but also in other places 
as well. In Matthew 9:18-26 Jesus heals a girl and a woman who would both be seen as 
lowly people. Jesus' acceptance is also shown to a woman in Matthew 15:21-28 where 
Jesus is impressed with the faith of a woman who others would have thought to be out of 
line for speaking with Jesus. Another instance in Matthew showing Jesus with a child is 
18:1-5 where he again uses a child to show what the kingdom of heaven looks like. 
Having these other passages in Matthew where Jesus is shown as accepting to the people 
of lower social classes is important to understand that the picture of an accepting Jesus 
was frequent and not only a one passage version of Jesus. 

Matthew portraying Jesus as accepting of children when others were not helps to 
create an overall picture of Jesus. In "Wisdom in Matthew: Transformation of a Symbol", 
Celia Deustch argues that the author of Matthew wanted to make Jesus a symbol of 
wisdom. Wisdom, she translates into a religious sense, and is associated with God's 
kindness to people who are oppressed. The author of Matthew used wisdom personified 
in Jesus, and conveyed that by portraying Jesus and accepting and supportive of the lesser 
people of the time. 

In the manner that the author uses this passage historically it is meant to add to the 


tension between Jesus and the Romans. Historically in the time of Jesus, children were 
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just property and the lowest of the social classes. Jesus accepted the children and treated 
them in a way that was not concurrent with the Roman culture. This adds tension between 
the change Jesus is bringing and the status quo. The passage of Jesus blessing the 
children comes only two chapters before the arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem in which his 
tensions with the Romans come to a full boil. By having the story right before the entry in 
Jerusalem the author intends to highlight the cultural changes that Jesus was making and 
the tension that it was building up to with the Romans. 

The author of Matthew intends for this passage to be used in a theological way. 
Jesus said, "It is people like children who the kingdom of heaven belongs." 
Theologically, the author uses Matthew 19: 13-15 to convey the message of acceptance to 
people. Even those who are of the lowliest social classes, in this case children deserve to 
be accepted because in the end, it will be ones like them who receive the kingdom of 
heaven. When a person is accepting of people who no one else will accept, a person is 
also accepting of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus accepting the children is an exemplary act 
for people to follow. 

Matthew 19:13-15 is used in a modern theological way of helping the lesser 
people that are not accepted by most. This particular passage in Matthew is interpreted in 
a modern way to continue accepting people of the lowest social classes, as Jesus did. It 
calls for people to act as Jesus did, in this case by helping the child to know who Jesus is. 
It is a call for the church to accept and help the children that others would ignore. Jesus 
does, however, give his blessing before proceeding on his journey. Jesus’ special concern 
for these children suggests that Christians should highly prize their young people. Child 


evangelism should remain a priority, especially in light of children’s particular openness 
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to the gospel. Believers ought to treat their children as special recipients of God’s love 
even prior to their conscious commitment to Christ rather than emphasizing their 
lostness. 

The author of Matthew uses Matthew 19:13-15 to portray Jesus as an accepting 
and supportive person of people with a lower stratification class. The author achieves this 
by showing Jesus accepting the children when the disciples were not. During Jesus’ time, 
children were the lowest social class and Jesus accepted them. There are also other 
instances in Matthew when Jesus is accepting of other women and children creating a 
constant picture of Jesus as accepting. 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 
little children to come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these.” “You have been taught the Holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have 
given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes from trusting in Christ Jesus. 
All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work.”” 

James Emery White, president of Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, writes, 
“We are always one generation away from being biblically illiterate.” *According to him, 
the starting point for an education should be biblical literacy. White reminds us that 


Augustine became interested in reading the Bible when he came under the influence of 
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Ambrose, a Christian pastor in Milan, and that Augustine experienced God’s grace and 
forgiveness of sin when he read Scriptures and encountered truth. Today, parents need 
to help their children develop a love for God’s Word so that they will encounter truth at 
an early age. 

One of the beauties of scripture is that we can find ourselves in its stories in fresh 
ways throughout a lifetime.” 

The Gospel of John offers a scriptural image for this process of transformation. 
Jesus says, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.””> 

What is it we are really asking? Is there a subtle but profound difference between 
“becoming a Christian” (conversion) and “becoming Christian (nurture/transformation). 
This project suggests, “The most significant step in spiritual formation is receiving Jesus 
Christ as Savior,” it is a “step of personal commitment.” 

A second opportunity for spiritual formation during the worship service is the 
children's sermon. One must differentiate between a children's sermon and a children's 
story. All too often the children's section of the worship service consists of a story that 
has little to do with the sermon of the day or the theme of the service. While the story 
may have a good moral, it does little to include children in the corporate worship that 
takes place around them. In a children's sermon, on the other hand, one presents the 


sermon for the day in a language and a form that children can understand. It may take the 
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form of a story or an exposition. The important point is that children are able to grow in 
faith along with their parents and within a common theme. 

On-site church ministries comprise the third component of a unified church 
curriculum. Another way to perhaps continue the weekly theme outside the main worship 
service is Children's Church, a service designed for children to understand and participate 
in all aspects of worship. This can be done monthly or quarterly or as frequently as your 
situation warrants. 

The Sunday school and midweek services are other on-site options for spiritual 
formation. By providing material on the theme for these groups, parents learn biblical 
stories in more depth. As parents study in more depth with other adults, they learn the 
language of faith more fluently. This helps them to teach their children and strive to 
incorporate the language of faith into daily experiences. 

The researcher believes that is a principle of ministry that God has used in His 
church throughout the years of the church. God has given the heart of His people a heart 
for children. We praise God for what He's doing with little ones...from the nursery right 
on up, the Christian school. All the things that we do with children are done because we 
believe that Jesus wants the little children to come to Him. And when they come to Him, 
they come so readily and they come so eagerly. 

The Kingdom of heaven is the sphere of God's rule in Christ through grace. And 
He says these have a place. The writer believe He is including all babies, all those who as 
the Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:11, "When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, | put childish ways 


behind me."*° Paul told us there’s two different times in life, there's a time when you can't 
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understand and you can't speak and then there's a time when you do understand. And 
when you're in the time when you don't understand, like a little baby, that's the time God 


has placed you in special care under His sovereign rule as the King. 


Theological Foundations 


In her book Nurturing Children’s Spirituality: Christian Perspectives and Best 
Practices, Holly Catterton Allen wrote that twenty-six professors mentioned specific 
ways their parents communicated the importance of reading and studying the Bible. 
Some families read the Bible together each morning and evening, while some observed 
their parents reading the Bible, taking notes, or preparing to teach Sunday school or 
preach a sermon. Some parents would read the Bible to the children and encourage each 
child to ask questions regarding certain passages and verses. One mother taught her 
children the importance of memorizing scripture and encouraged them to select a “life 
verse” and live by the spiritual truth expressed in the verse. 

In one family, the father taught Sunday school lesson to the whole family on 
Saturday evening. In another home, the mother prepared a theme table where she placed 
objects that related to the Sunday school lesson for the week. Another mother printed the 
books of the Bible on index cards and actually taped them to the wall in the dining room. 
She intentionally taught the children the books of the Bible by reading the names on the 
cards before and after each meal. When the children left for college, she wrote letters to 
them and always-included Bible verses. 

One mother focused on biblical promises. When her children left for college, she 


gave each one a new Bible and marked in red the promises of God had given her for her 
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children. This mother put Scripture verses in lunch boxes, on bathroom mirrors, and in 
other places in the home so that her children would be “surrounded by God’s Word.””” 

The spiritual life of the child is forming at a deep level. Healthy personality 
development prepares children for openness to God, whereas developmental dysfunction 
creates barriers to a life of trusting, growing faith. To not be concerned about spiritual 
formation during childhood is to ignore the very foundations of the spiritual life. 

In 1966 Time emblazoned across one of its covers in inch-and-a-half red letters 
against a Black background the question, “Is God Dead?” The story described a cadre of 
theologians who claimed one could still be a Christian following “the death of God.”*® 
One response to their claim was this: 

However absurd talking about God might be, it could never be so 

obviously absurd as talking of Christian faith without God. ... 

Faith in God of a certain kind is not merely an element in Christian 

faith along with several others; it simply is Christian faith, the 

heart of the matter itself.°° 

Christian faith is about knowing God and ourselves in relation to God. Beyond 
knowing about the reality and character of God, faith knows who God is and who we are 
through God’s self-disclosure to us through our encounter with the living God. 

The primary theological answer to the question, “How do we know God?” is “We 


know God through revelation and faith.” The researcher maintain that personal 


knowledge of God through faith is essential to the Christian life, and that the way 
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Christians know the reality, character, and presence of God involves more than the 
immediate knowledge of God. The God the Christian knows is mediated to us through 
the history of Israel and the story of Jesus embodied in the Scripture and interpreted by 
the church. 

“Revelation” is the English translation of the Greek word apokalypsis. The word 
signifies an “uncovering” or “unveiling” of what was concealed or unknown. In Scripture 
God is revealed in nature (Ps 19:1-4; 29:3-11) as well as in direct visions (Ex 33:17-23; 
Nm 24:2-9; Is 6), auditions (1 Sm 3:2-14; Is 22:14); dreams (Gn 28:10-17; 1 Sm 28:6), 
and theophanies (Ex 3). Scripture understands revelation primarily to be God’s indirect 
self-disclosure through the “‘acts of God” which are discerned within the events of 
Israel’s history and the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The key self- 
disclosure of God in the Old Testament is through the “saving deeds” of God, which 
rescued the slaves from the pits of Egypt (Ex 15:1-21) and gave the Law to the people 
through Moses on Sinai (Ex19-20). “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but 
the revealed things belong to us and our children forever, to observe all the words of this 
law.”°! 

In the New Testament God’s self-disclosure is known by the people who see and 
hear God’s Word in the ministry of Jesus (Mk 4:11). The gospel reveals God through the 


story of Jesus as the Christ who imparts God’s saving power to the person of faith (In 


3:16-17; Rom 1:16-17), 1 Pt 1:17-21). 
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The key to the meaning of revelation is the divine initiative.°’ God makes the first 
movement to us. Revelation includes two poles: (1) the process of God coming to us 
through the history of Israel and the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus—God acting, 
and (2) the knowledge about God’s character, purposes, and economy which we learn 
through this story—the results of God acting. Both poles indicate that God comes to us; 
we do not discover God. And they indicate that knowledge of God is mediated through 
the people and events in Scripture; we don’t know God primarily through our direct 
experience of God. As Barth taught us, Jesus Christ is the primary revelatory symbol of 
the Christian faith, the Bible is the primary revelatory document, and the church is the 
primary bearer of that revelation.” 

Revelation, therefore, is the key concept in answering the question about how 
Christians know God. Through Israel’s history and the story of Jesus we are given the 
knowledge of God that we would not have simply on our own. Although we must grasp 
revelation through faith for it to be revelation,” just as a gift must be both given and 
received to be a gift, we, nevertheless, would have no knowledge of God if God had not 
made God’s self known to us first. “We loved, because he first loved we 

The New Testament’s word for church, ekklesia, suggests something different: an 
assembly of people “called out” from the world in order to serve it in the name of Jesus 
Christ. In a world torn by violence, the church cannot withdraw in order to protect its 


own children. It is called to welcome children and embody an alternative vision for the 
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world, witnessed in practices of vulnerability central to its sacramental and prophetic life: 
baptism, peacemaking, sanctuary, and prayer. In these seemingly mundane acts, the 
church both witnesses to God’s love for children made manifest in Jesus Christ, and 
offers a glimmering of God’s embrace of all children. Becoming vulnerable with children 
in its prophetic and sacramental life, the church not only protects children, but also 
heralds a reign where their voices are heard. The sacramental life of the church 
blossoms in its ethic of care for children, and will take root whenever children are 
welcomed, whenever their cause is supported, and whenever the church acts against the 
violence that plagues our street. Such prophetic witness occurs whenever children are 
baptized, when children lead congregations in prayer, whenever the church throws itself 
as peacemaker into crucibles of struggle that claim children’s lives. If the church’s 
sacramental life issues forth in an ethic of care for children, announcing a reign of peace, 
then church also become a sanctuary for children.” 

In common parlance, sanctuary connotes retreat, a place to escape from the rough- 
and-tumble world, a haven for the battered and bruised. As critical as these dimensions of 
the sanctuary are, they are stripped of prophetic potential if they are not connected to 
God’s holiness: “In ancient Israel, a sanctuary was a place of special holiness where 
people worshiped. It was a place apart.” 

Too many Christians have brushed off theology in a day where we need true 


theology more than ever. How are we going to prepare our children for the attacks of the 


world if they don’t even know the true doctrines of our faith? 
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The researcher firmly believe that the most important and powerful education we 
can give to our children, is the knowledge of God, who is their Heavenly Father. The best 
way to teach our children about God, are from His holy books. The Bible is given to 
mankind, as the greatest teachings for learning to become like Jesus. Jesus Christ set the 
perfect example of how to live. We want to teach our children the ways of Christ. The 
Bible is the best how-to-book ever written, because it teaches us to follow Jesus Christ. 
When children are taught to focus their lives on following the teachings and example of 
Jesus Christ, their happiness in this life will increase tremendously. 

The Bible is a powerful tool for parents, in helping their children to learn how to 
make good choices. As they grow, and make choices—parents are then able to help them 
see the consequences of their own choices. When children begin to understand that their 
personal choices are what bring them either happiness or sadness in life, they will come 
to have faith that following the plan that Jesus wants them to will always bring them 
happiness and peace. When children through their own choices to either follow Jesus or 
not follow Jesus will come to trust in Jesus Christ and exercise faith in His Words versus 
the teachings of the world. Unless children, from an early age develop this moral 
compass, it is much more difficult as they grow-up to be compelled to make good 
choices. One of the most important responsibilities that we have as parents and ministry 
educators are to teach our children how to have faith in Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for 
us. Certainly a good church and Christian school can help build a strong foundation of 
faith, but they cannot replace a strong home environment. Children can come to 
understand that God is omniscient (all knowing) by about age six or seven. By age eight 


they begin to understand the omnipotence (all powerfulness) of God, but it probably will 
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be several more years before they begin to appreciate the omnipresence of God (God 
being everywhere at all times). Concepts of prayer, the Bible, and other ideas related to 
God tend to follow a similar progression. 

So what spiritual changes over time are to be expected in children? Spiritual 
formation is an aspect of spiritual growth. This refers to children becoming more and 
more like Jesus Christ as his example is followed. Over time, a child’s view of God, 
salvation, and other areas of theology are becoming clearer and hopefully more consistent 
with the Bible. Spiritual growth and formation also refers to the child’s thirst for God, 
praising God, and wanting more of God. These characteristics may be found to some 
extent in children, but parents need to be realistic. Video games are more likely to be 
appealing for a ten-year old than an hour of prayer. Yet with the right encouragement, 
children can develop a hunger for spiritual depth. 

Spiritual growth also entails increasing sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, learning to 
listen to God’s voice, obeying what he says in the Bible and in the “still, small voice.” 
Parents need to talk about God and spiritual experiences in the midst of everyday life, just 
as Jesus once said (perhaps on a hillside covered with lilies, “Consider now the lily” to 
teach about freedom from worry (Matthew 6:28). The famous passage in Deuteronomy 
(6:6-7) underscores the important principle of embedding the spiritual in the day-to-day 
experience of life with children: “These commandments I give you today are to be upon 
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 


when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” 
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Stories “tickle the imagination. They have a way of sneaking past the defenses of 
the heart. When a story begins, the atmosphere in the room changes. Restless children 
quiet down to listen. They enter the story world with its sights and smells and sounds, and 
discover that God is “not far from each one of us.””° 

Herbert Anderson and Susan Johnson in their book, Regarding Children: A New 
Respect for Childhood and Families, made this comment about children, church and 
blessing. 

In its theology, the church is committed to welcoming children and 

honoring childhood. The invitation of Jesus to “let the children 

come” permanently expanded the membership of the people of 

God. The church today is called to do what Jesus did: to welcome 

children in order to bless them.” 

In the book, Will Our Children Have Faith? The author states, “At the heart of 
our Christian faith is a story. And at the heart of Christian education must be the same 
story.””” Unless the story is known, understood, owned, and lived, our children and we 


will not have Christian faith. The struggle to know, understand, interpret, live, and do 


God’s word must be at the center of our education mission. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
METHODOLOGY 


The Methodology 


The methodology for the research project included data triangulation. The data 
triangulation method of the data collection process included: 1) pre and post survey 
questions; 2) group discussions; and 3) interviews. 

The time period for the data collection and observation occurred from April 10 
through May 15, 2012. Each Tuesday night, for one hour the project participants and 
researcher met at the New Psalmist Baptist Church to discuss Bible lesson, Bible stores, 
and sermons. The assumption is by age ten; children should have an age-appropriate 
understanding of several biblical truths about God the Father, Jesus, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Children should also know the Lord’s Prayer. 

The researcher selected six context associates and twelve children ages nine and 
ten to participate in the project. The researcher held an initial meeting with the context 
associates on March 24, 2012 to discuss the purpose of the project and their participation. 
At the meeting, the context associates were asked to sign a Letter of Agreement to 
participate in the project. The context associates were asked to assist the researcher in 
developing the pre and post questionnaires, and Bible study lessons. They were also 


asked to keep a journal of the weekly topic discussions held with the project participants. 
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On March 27, the researcher met with the project participants and parents to 
discuss the focus of the project and their participation. A written Parental Permission Slip 
was signed by the parents authorizing their child to participate in the project design. The 
researcher also conducted an initial interview. The following questions were asked. Ona 
scale of one to five, rate each question: 

1—No 

2 — Not Sure 

3 — Sometimes 


4 — Most Times 
5 — Yes 


Project Do you Do you Do you 

Participants | attend understand understand 
church the sermons | what 
regularly you hearon | salvation 


Sunday? means? 
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The researcher held her first Bible study session with the project participants on 
April 10. During the first thirty minutes, the project participants completed a pre-survey 
that was used to measure their knowledge of Jesus Christ. In addition to the pre-survey, 
there was a thirty minute group discussion about the “Power of the Cross” and what this 
meant to each of them as we celebrated Resurrection Sunday a few days prior. The aim 
was to measure their understanding of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and the impact 
the sermons they heard preached on Easter Sunday had on them as individuals and 
collectively. 

During the second week Bible study, the researcher and the project participants 
focused their attention on the topic “A Place of Honor’ as they looked at Jesus’ 
relationship with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (Lk 10:39-42; Jn 11). The researcher and 
context associate’s observations were that the participants were not very knowledgeable 
about this particular biblical story because Jesus was the only one they understood had 
been raised from the dead. 

At the conclusion of each Bible study, there was a question and answer period. 
The researcher and context associates observed that the project participants were eager to 
participate in the open dialogues, brought their Bibles to class each week, and were eager 
to read the scriptures when called upon. The researcher observed that the project 
participants had a thirst for knowledge and understanding, and also applied what they 
learned in the class to their own lives. 

At the end of the project each participant submitted a written summary of learning 
along with any additional information they thought was necessary. The researcher 


compiled and documented all the information that was received and made observation. 


Bible Study Timeline: 
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April 10 


First Session 


The Bible Pre-Survey and 
Experience Group Discussion 
Questionnaire — NT 


Power of the Cross 


April 17 Second Session A Place of Honor Group Discussion 

April 24 Third Session Old Testament Group Discussion 
Biblical Stories and | and Questions 
Characters - Genesis 

May 1 Fourth Session The Fruit of the Group Discussion 
Spirit — Galatians and Questions 
5:22 

May 7 Fifth Session The Creation Story | Group Activity / 

Questions 

May 15 Sixth Session Adam & Eve; Group Activity / 

Noah’s Ark; Questions 


Post-Survey 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


The Project 


This project is “Prophetic Preaching that results in the Spiritual Formation of 
Children in the lives at New Psalmist Baptist Church.” The purpose of this project was to 
access the impact of prophetic preaching and the spiritual formation of children ages nine 
to ten years old at New Psalmist Baptist Church. The objective of this project was to 
demonstrate that through the use of religious language, Bible stories and prophetic 
preaching enabled children to discover and develop a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ on a level that they can understand and thereby lead them into the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. The purpose of the project was to develop a Bible study 
curriculum for children and to measure the impact it had on their spiritual formation and 
development. 

The objective of this project was to provide evidence that prophetic preaching and 
Bible study for children had a positive impact on their relationship with God and each 
other. 

The methodology the researcher used to conduct and collect the data was the 


qualitative method. The researcher selected twelve children consisting of both girls and 
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boys. Each participant was a member of the congregation who had little or no Bible study 
experience. 

At the beginning of the project, to test their understanding of the life of Jesus, the 
participants were asked to complete a Bible Experience Questionnaire that consisted of 
several multiple choice questions from the New Testament. The researcher and context 
associates observed that several of the children were eager to complete the questionnaire, 
while a few were nervous about whether or not they would get the answers right. After 
the participants had completed the questionnaire, they were asked to pass their paper to 
another participant for scoring. Participants were called upon to read the question and 
provide the correct answer to the question. In addition, the researcher shared the scripture 
reference with the participants and asked them to locate the verse(s) and read them aloud. 


All of the participants scored well on the questionnaire. 


Bible Experience Questionnaire — (New Testament) 


Please answer whether the True False 
statement is True (T) or False (F): 

it Jesus mother’s name is Mary 12 participants 

2 Jesus father is a carpenter 8 participants 4 participants 


Jesus was not born in Bethlehem 2 Participants 10 participants 


Wise men brought gifts when Jesus | 12 participants 


was born 

Was Jesus baptized in the Jordan 7 participants 5 participants 
River? 

Jesus was baptized by John the 12 participants 

Baptist 

Jesus had twelve disciples 12 participants 


Judas Iscariot was the disciple who _| 8 participants 4 participants 
betrayed Jesus 
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Jesus was crucified 12 participants 


Jesus fed 5,000 with two fish and 1 participant 
five loaves of bread 

Jesus never taught the Lord’s Prayer 
to his disciples 

The first miracle Jesus performed 
was turning water into wine 
The first miracle Jesus performed 
took place in Cana in Galilee 

Did Jesus raise Lazarus from the 
dead? 

The disciples who denies Jesus three 
times is Peter 

After the resurrection, Jesus 
ascended into heaven 

When the disciples received the 
Holy Spirit, it looked like tongues of 
fire 

The birth of Jesus is celebrated 
during Christmas 

We celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ during Easter 
Matthew is the first book in the New 
Testament 

The last book in the New Testament 
is Revelation 

There are four New Testament 
Gospels 

There are 27 books in the New 
Testament 


11 participants 


1 participant 11 participants 


7 participants 5 participants 


4 participants 8 participants 


10 participants 2 participants 


2 participants 


10 participants 


10 participants 


4 participants 


12 participants 


12 participants 


12 participants 


10 participants 2 participants 


8 participants 


During the second session, the researcher and the project participants focused 


4 participants 


7 participants 


their attention on the topic “A Place of Honor” as they looked at Jesus’ relationship with 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (Lk 10:39-42; Jn 11; Jn 12:1-19). The researcher and context 
associate’s observations were that several of the participants were not very 
knowledgeable with this particular biblical story because Jesus was the only one they 
understood had been raised from the dead. The researcher and participants had a group 


discussion about how do we decide who’s a leader? What are some of the attributes in a 
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leader? The project participants responded by saying leaders are self-confident, role 
models, responsible, and people follow them. When asked if they could choose one 
person to be their leader for life, whom would they choose? They responded Jesus. The 
group then talked about the word “honor” and what it means. The participants said that 
the word honor means respect. Our leader deserves a place of honor. Our leader is to be 
honored. Jesus is to be honored. We must have respect for our leader; giving credit to our 
leader. 

The group discussed John 12:1-19 which talks about the dinner that was served. 
They pointed out three things in this text. Verse 2 says that the dinner was given in Jesus’ 
honor. Martha cooked and served the dinner. Verse 3 tells us that Mary (gave). She had 
an expensive perfume but she did not use it for herself. She took that expensive oil 
(perfume) and washed Jesus’ feet and dried his feet with her hair. Lazarus welcomed 
Jesus into his home. He reclined at the table with Jesus. Participants also talked about 
some ways we can honor Jesus and honor God. They said God deserves the glory and the 
honor and because of who He is, we honor God by praying, praising God, and attending 
church service regularly. These are ways we can honor God because He deserves a place 
of honor. 

During the third session, the researcher and participants focused their attention on 
Old Testament biblical stories and characters found in the book of Genesis. The 
participants were assigned specific scripture verses and asked to read and give their 
understanding of the text. At the end of the session, participants completed a Bible study 
quiz that consisted of ten multiple-choice questions. Many of the participants were able to 


answer the questions, but unable to identify where the biblical story is found. 
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The researcher and participants during the fourth session discussed “The Fruit of 
the Spirit” found in Galatians 5:22. The participants were asked if they had ever heard of 
the fruit of the Spirit, and if so, do they know what the fruit represent. The researcher and 
context associates observed that the participants had limited knowledge and 
understanding of the Fruit of the Spirit. To demonstrate, participants were each given 
artificial fruit and asked to name what kind of fruit grows on a tree? The responses were 
apples, oranges, banana, and pears. One participant responded that he has never seen a 
fruit tree. They were then asked what trees do. The participants said that trees bloom, 
produce fruit, and grow. The participants were asked to turn to John 15:8 in their Bible to 
learn what Jesus said about bearing fruit. After reading the scripture, the participants 
understood that they are like trees, and when they bear fruit, they become Jesus’ 
disciples. The discussion continued with whether there is a difference between producing 
and bearing fruit. The group responded by saying that God produces or makes the fruit. 
And, since the fruit is not fully grown, it must be developed. On the other hand, bearing 
fruit means to carry, to care for, and to lift up. The researcher and participants outlined 
seven ways to bear fruit: 

1. Reading God’s word daily. 


2. Praying for others each day. When we pray for each are other, 
we interceding on behalf of others. 


3. Reach others by doing kind deeds in God’s name. 
4. Being a Godly example to your family and friends. 
5. Lifting others spirits when they are down. 

6. Encourage others. 


7. Stand with those who are going through hard times. 
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The researcher and participants continued their discussion on the fruit of the Spirit. 

The Fruit of the Spirit come from the Holy Spirit. When we allow the Holy Spirit to 
control our lives, we bear much fruit. Who is the Holy Spirit? The participants said that 
the Holy Spirit is God in three persons; God, the Father, God, the Son God, and God the 
Holy Spirit. He is the third person in the Trinity. The context associate then handed out 
index cards which listed each of the fruit of the Spirit and its meaning. Joshua was asked 
to read Galatians 5:22-23. “But the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 
law.” 

1. Love is a tender or fond feeling for another person. 

2. Joy is great happiness. 


3. Peace is a state of calmness without war or disturbance; no 
confusion. 


4. Patience is waiting; not being anxious. 
5. Kindness is showing compassion. 
6. Goodness is being good. 


7. Faithfulness is waiting on God. Trusting what God has in store 
for us. 


8. Gentleness means kind and tenderhearted. 
9. Self Control means control of one’s emotions, desires, or 


actions by one’s own will. It’s the ability to manage your 
actions, feelings, and emotions. 


Long suffering involves going through hard times, patiently dealing with hard 
times knowing that God is going to bring us through. The Holy Spirit produces the fruit, 


and God wants us to bear the fruit, share them, and use them daily. 
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We must join our lives with God. We must get to know Him, to love Him, to 
remember him, and to imitate Him. Jesus wants us to bear the fruit of the Spirit. 

During the fifth session, the participants were asked to look at the Bible murals 
located in the classroom and name the Biblical story, describe what’s happening in the 
scene, and state where the Bible story is found. The murals included the Creation story, 
Adam and Eve, and Noah’s Ark. Several of the project participants were able to clearly 
articulate their understanding of the Bible stories and where to locate them in their Bible, 
while others did not fully comprehended or had not been introduced to the stories at all. 

As a result, the researcher and participants spent a great deal of time reading and 
discussing the stories until everyone had a basic understanding. Prior to the session 
ending, the participants completed a Creation Matching exercise along with a short fill in 
the blank activity from Genesis 1:1-3. The researcher used these two activities to measure 
their comprehension. All of the participants scored well. For homework, they were also 
asked to read the story of Adam and Eve and complete a short True or False 
questionnaire that would be discussed in the next session. A homework assignment was 
also given to the participants to complete entitled “It’s All about Jesus and Me.” Their 
assignment was to identify a favorite Bible story and why; to answer the question, “I have 
faith because”, think about how he or she wants to serve God, and answer the question, “I 
promise to” and complete the sentence. 

During the sixth session, the researcher opened in a discussion about the story of 
Adam and Eve, and the participants shared their answers to true and false questions. The 
participants informed the researcher that they were grateful to be a part of this ministry 


project because they honestly felt that they are growing spiritually in the word of God, 
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and in a very short period of time, they have learned a lot. When asked if they thought 
other children would be interested and would benefit from learning the Bible stories, they 
responded “absolutely.” This led to an open discussion regarding the written assignment 
“Tt’s all about Jesus and Me.” 

After listening carefully, the researcher noted that many of the participants listed 
The Creation Story, Adam and Eve, Noah’s Ark, David and Goliath, Daniel in the Lion’s 
Den, Jonah and the Fish, and the birth of Jesus as their most favorite Bible stories. Jalen 
responded that her favorite Bible story is David and Goliath found in the book of 1“ 
Samuel 17:1-51 because it says no matter how small you are you can defeat someone 
twice your size. 

Emmanuel noted that his favorite scripture is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength.” Déjah said she has faith because even when she 
and her family experienced a house fire, God took care of them, and gave them what they 
needed. She said that her favorite scripture is Psalm 23, “The Lord is My Shepherd.” 
Christian responded that Jesus loves him, and he has faith because he knows that God is 
with him. 

Aaron quoted from John 16:23 which read “I tell you the truth, my Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name.” This is his favorite scripture because he 
understands that whatever you ask in Jesus’ name, God, the Father will give it to you. 
Erika said her faith is strong in God because everyday God is by her side. 


The researcher also conducted a post-survey with the project participants. 


CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY, AND CONCLUSION 


This ministry project was designed to access the impact prophetic preaching had on 
the spiritual formation of children in the lives at New Psalmist Baptist Church. The focus 
was to develop a Bible study curriculum for children that could serve as a model for 
ministry at the New Psalmist Baptist Church. The objective of this project was to assess 
and demonstrate that the use of Bible lessons, Bible stories, and the proclamation of the 
gospel, enabled children to grow in their faith and understanding of the word of God. 

The data reflected that the curriculum accomplished the goal of providing 
children with the tools necessary to sustain a personal relationship with God and others. 
While the project was a success, the researcher learned many things in the course of this 
project, both from participant feedback and researcher observation. These observations 
have caused the researcher to grow and to discern where improvements in the model can 
be made. 

First, the researcher learned that a project of this magnitude needs more time to 
implement. With all the competing forces children now face, there needs to be a 
structured environment where they can come learn, explore and develop a deeper 
understanding of the love of God. It is through reading and studying the stories in the 
Bible that children begin to comprehend that they are created in the image of God and 


that God not only loves them but also desires to have a personal relationship with them. 


83 


84 


Children need to know and be taught that from the very beginning, God ordained that 
children are special and have a special place in the kingdom of God. This project was 
designed to fit the requirement. However, in the future this model needs to be expanded 
to allow more time for reflection, discussion, and implementation of the tools the children 
acquired. 

Next, the researcher learned that while the group session is important, children 
require much more clarity and understanding than usual. The researcher asserts that a 
prerequisite for children Bible study should be a minimum of one year in order for them 
to obtain a basic understanding of the Bible and its stories. 

Another concept that the researcher learned throughout this project is that 
storytelling is a primary tool of the Christian educator. In particular, we tell the stories of 
scripture because through them children comprehend the deep truths about God and the 
world. Through stories they understand realities that they would not grasp through 
abstract explanations, propositional statements, or theological concepts. Stories touch the 
heart and mind and inspire us to believe in God and live as God’s children. We tell Bible 
stories because the scriptures instruct us to, because Jesus told stories, and because they 
are worth telling. As children come to know the stories of the Bible, they develop their 
identity as part of the Christian community. 

The researcher also learned that use of Bible murals located in the classroom 
served a great tool and visual for learning. The participants were enlightened as the 
biblical murals reinforced the teachings that had occurred. The children were able to 


relate and connect the stories in an astounding way. 
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In summary, the church for too long has supported a strange and deafening silence 
in its Christian educational ministry. It is only when the Christian story of God’s actions 
in history becomes the focus of our educational ministry will that ministry be Christian. 
To ensure the spiritual formation in children, the Bible must once again become our one 
and only “textbook,” for in its story we come to know the actor God who creates, 


redeems, and sustains life in the past, present, and future. 


APPENDIX A 


CONSENT FORMS 
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Letter of Agreement 


I understand that Dianne Roberts is participating in a Doctoral Studies program at 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. As a requirement for completion of the 
Doctor of Ministry degree, I agree to participate in the research development process. 
The Bible Experience will be held during April 10, 2012 and May 15, 2012. 

My name and signature below indicate that my participation in this six week Bible 
study will provide information which may be included in the written documentation of 
her Doctoral Studies and may contribute to ongoing understanding of spiritual formation 
in children. The information shared in our sessions will be handled in a manner that 


specifically does not name me as a participant. 
Research Participant Signature 


Date 
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Parental Permission Slip 

I understand that Dianne Roberts is working in a Doctoral Studies program at 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. As a requirement for completion of the 
Doctor of Ministry degree, I hereby give permission for my child 

to participate in the research development process. It is my 
understanding that all interviews will be conducted at the church, in a classroom 
designated for Bible study and research usage. The Bible Experience will be held during 
April 10, 2012 and May 15, 2012. 

My name and signature below indicate that his/her participation in this six week 
Bible study will provide information which may be included in the written documentation 
of her Doctoral Studies and may contribute to ongoing understanding of spiritual 
formation in children. The information shared in our sessions will be handled in a 


manner that specifically does not name me as a participant. 


Print Name Signature 


Date 


APPENDIX B 


SAMPLE OF PRE-SURVEY QUESTIONS 
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APPENDIX B 
Sample of Pre-Survey Questions 
. Do you feel comfortable talking about the word of God to your friends? 
. Have you read or do you understand God’s Creation story found in Genesis 1? 


. Do you know the story of Adam and Eve? How did God form Adam? How did God 
make Eve? 


. Do you understand the fall of man in the Garden of Eden? 
. In recent months, has anyone read, discussed or shared Bible stories with you? 


. Are you familiar with the story of Noah and the flood and the promise God made to 
Noah? 


. Do you believe the Word of God is true? 
. Would you attend Bible study if classes were offered for children? 


. Do you like attending Bible study and should we implement classes for children? 


APPENDIX C 


SAMPLE OF POST-SURVEY QUESTIONS 


9] 
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APPENDIX C 


Sample of Post-Survey Questions 


. After the Bible study, do you have a better understanding of the Creation story, and 
what God created or did on that day? 


. Do you have a better understanding of the story of Adam and Eve? 
. Do you have a better understanding of the fall of man and how sin enters the world? 


. After the Bible study, do you have a better understanding of the story of Noah and the 
promise God made to Noah? 


. Do you believe the Word of God is true? 


. Would you attend Bible study if classes were offered for children? 


. Do you like attending Bible study and should we implement classes for children? 


APPENDIX D 


THE BIBLE EXPERIENCE CURRICULUM 
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THE CREATION STORY: GENESIS 1 
THE BEGINNING 


' In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. * Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters. 


3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * God saw that the light 
was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. > God called the light “day,” and 
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first 
day. 


6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from 
water.” ’ So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water 
above it. And it was so. ® God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the second day. 


° And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry 
ground appear.” And it was so. '® God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered 
waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 


"' Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees 
on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 
'? The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees 
bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. i 
And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 


'* And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day 
from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 2 
and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. " 
God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to 
govern the night. He also made the stars. "” God set them in the vault of the sky to give 
light on the earth, '* to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. '” And there was evening, and there was morning—the 
fourth day. 


20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the vault of the sky.” 7! So God created the great creatures of the sea and 
every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 7” 
God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the 
seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” ?3 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fifth day. 
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** And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: 
the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each 
according to its kind.” And it was so. °° God made the wild animals according to their 
kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the 
ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 


6 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all 
the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 


27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 


?8 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every 
living creature that moves on the ground.” 


*? Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole 
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. *° And to 
all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along 
the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 


3! God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the sixth day. 


Genesis 1:1-3 


Fill in the blanks using the New International Version of the Bible. 


In the beginning created the and the . Now 
the earth was and empty, was over the surface of the 
, and the of God was over the waters. 


And God said, “Let there be ”. and there was 
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Creation Matching Exercise 


Match the Day of Creation with the thing God created or did on that day. Place the 
correct letter from column 3 into column 1. 


Heavens and earth 


Day Four 


Day Five : Sun, moon, stars 


Dry land, seas, grass, herbs 
& trees 

Day Seven : The firmament to divide 
the waters. 
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WORD SEARCH 


In the beginning... 
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ANIMALS BEGINNING BIRDS CREATED DAY 
EARTH FISH GOD HEAVENS LIGHT 
MANKIND MOON NIGHT OCEANS SUN 
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Adam and Eve — Genesis 2 


“This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LORD 
God made the earth and the heavens. 


> Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the 
LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, °but 
streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. ’ Then the 
LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being. 


’ Now the LorD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man 
he had formed. ° The LorD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees 
that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree 
of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 


'0 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four 
headwaters. '' The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of 
Havilah, where there is gold. 2 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx 
are also there.) '* The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire 
land of Cush. '* The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of 
Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 


'’ The LorD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it. ‘© And the LoRD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree 
in the garden; '’ but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for 
when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 


'8- The LorD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him.” 


'? Now the LorD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds 
in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever 
the man called each living creature, that was its name. 


*° So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds i in the sky and all the wild 
animals. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. *! So the LORD God caused the man 
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and 
then closed up the place with flesh. *? Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he 
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 


3 The man said, 


“This is now bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; 


she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
for she was taken out of man.” 


*“ That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they 
become one flesh. 


25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
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Across 

1. God created woman from one of Adam's 

5. Eden was a beautiful ; 

6. The of Knowledge stood in the center of Eden. 
Down 

2. God created man in His : 

3. The snake tempted Adam and Eve to eat the forbidden 
4. The was the cleverest of all the beasts. 


The Garden of Eden 
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Please answer whether the 
statement is True (T) or False (F): 
God created woman from one of 
Adam’s ribs 


Eden was a beautiful ocean 


The tree of knowledge stood in the 
center of Eden 
God created man in His image 


The serpent tempted Adam and Eve 
to eat the forbidden fruit 

The donkey was the cleverest of all 
the animals 

God put man in the garden to grow 
fruit 

God commanded man not to eat 
from the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil 


Genesis 2:15-17 


' The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. © And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any 
tree in the garden; '’ but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 


Genesis 3:1-24 
The Fall of Man 


' Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God 
had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, "You must not eat from any tree in 
the garden'?" 


* The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, Zi 
but God did say, "You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
and you must not touch it, or you will die."” 


4 You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. > "Ror God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil." 
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° When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and 
made coverings for themselves. 


8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. ’ But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 


10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 
so I hid." 


'l And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 


that I commanded you not to eat from?" 
12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me - she gave me some fruit 


from the tree, and I ate it." 


'3 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?” The 
woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 


'4 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed 
are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and 
you will eat dust all the days of your life. 


'S And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

and you will strike his heel." 


‘6 To the woman he said, 

"T will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; 
with pain you will give birth to children. 

Your desire will be for your husband, 

and he will rule over you." 


7 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree 
about which I commanded you, "You must not eat of it,’ 

"Cursed is the ground because of you; 

through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 


'8 Tt will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the 
field. 


'? By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, 
since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." 
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0 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the 
living. 


*! The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed 
them. 7” And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing 
good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of 
life and eat, and live forever." 3 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of 
Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 


4 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 


Use the Word Bank below to unscramble the words found in Genesis 3. 


PENTSRE 


LVEI 


MAAD 


VEE 


EID 


FRITU 


ETRE 


KNWODEGLE 


DNGRAE 


ENED 


KNEAD 


DCEIEVDE 


SUCRDE 


FSIONGFPR 
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RCHEUIMB 


WORD BANK: serpent, evil, cursed, offspring, cherubim, naked, deceived, die, garden, 


Eden, knowledge, fruit, tree, Eve, Adam 


Genesis 3:1-4 


Fill in the blanks using the New International Version of the Bible. 


Now the was more than any of the wild 
the LORD God had made. He said to the , Did 
really say, 'You must not eat from any in the oe 
The woman said to the , "We may eat from the 
trees in the garden, but God did say, 'You eat fruit from the tree 
that is in the of the garden, and you must not it, or you will 
"You will not surely ra as) said to the . "For 
knows that when you eat from it your will be , and 


you will be like God, knowing and 
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Noah and the Flood 
Genesis 6-7 


° Then the Lorp said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is 
mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.” * The Nephilim were on the earth in 
those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and 
had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 


>The LoRD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that 
every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. °The LorpD was 
grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. ’ So the 
LorbD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men 
and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am 
grieved that I have made them.” ® But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LorD. 


° This is the account of Noah. 


Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he 
walked with God. '° Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and J apheth. 


"' Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. '* God saw 
how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. ' 
So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with 
violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. '* So 
make OUTseLt an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and 
out. | ° This i is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 
feet high. ‘© Make a roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door 
in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. '’ I am going to bring 
floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the 
breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. '® But I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ 
wives with you. '” You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and 
female, to keep them alive with you. 7° Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of 
animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be 
kept alive. *’ You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as 
food for you and for them.” 


*? Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 
Questions: 


How did God save Noah and his family? 

Who was in the ark with Noah and his family? 
What are the names of Noah’s sons? 

How many days and nights did God send rain? 


i al a 
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Genesis 7 


'The LORD said to Noah, “Go into ihe ark, you and your whole family, because I have 
found you righteous in this generation. * Take with you seven of every kind of clean 
animal, a male and its mate, and two of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its 
mate, and also seven of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds 
alive throughout the earth. * Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty 
days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I 
have made.” 


> And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him. 


° Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. ’ And Noah 
and us sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the 
flood. * Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along 
the ground, °male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded 
Noah. '° And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth. 


"Tn the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month— 
on that day alll the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens 
were opened. '* And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 


8 On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife 
and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. '‘* They had with them every wild animal 
according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves 
along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything 
with wings. * Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and 
entered the ark. '° The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as 
God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in. 


'’ For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they 
lifted the ark high above the earth. '® The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, 
and the ark floated on the surface of the water. '” They rose Breatly on the earth, and all 
the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. 7’ The waters rose and 
covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet. * Every living thing that 
moved on the earth perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm 
over the eat and all mankind. ” Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its 
nostrils died. * Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and 
animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped 
from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 


** The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. 
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God’s Promise to Noah 
Genesis 8 -— 9 


' But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with 
him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. Now the 
springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and the rain had 
stopped falling from the sky. * The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of 
the hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, “and on the seventeenth day of the 
seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. * The waters continued to 
recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the 
mountains became visible. 


® After forty days Noah opened the window he had made in the ark ’ and sent out a raven, 
and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. ® Then he 
sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. ’ But the 
dove could find no place to set its feet because there was water over all the surface of the 
earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and 
brought it back to himself in the ark. '° He waited seven more days and again sent out the 
dove from the ark. '' When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was 
a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 
"? He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return 
to him. 


'® By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water had 
dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the 
surface of the ground was dry. '* By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the 
earth was completely dry. 


'’ Then God said to Noah, ' “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and 
their wives. '’ Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the 
animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the 
earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it.” 


'8 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. '’ All the 
animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything 
that moves on the earth—came out of the ark, one kind after another. 


0 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and 
clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. ** The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma 
and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though 
every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all 
living creatures, as I have done. 


7 “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night will never cease.” 
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God’s Covenant with Noah 
Genesis 9 


Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number and fill the earth. * The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the 
earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and 
upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands. * Everything that lives and 
moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you 
everything. 


* “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. > And for your lifeblood I 
will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And 
from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. 


* “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of 
God has God made man. 


’ As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon 
it.” 


8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: ? “I now establish my covenant with 
you and with your descendants after you '° and with every living creature that was with 
you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark 
with you—every living creature on earth. ’! I establish my covenant with you: Never 
again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 


'? And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and 
every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: '? I have set my 
rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. im 
Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, '* I will 
remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never 
again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. '° Whenever the rainbow appears 
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all 
living creatures of every kind on the earth.” 


7 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me 
and all life on the earth.” 
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Search the Scriptures 


Noah Builds a Big Boat (an Ark) 


1, 


2 


3. 


What did man do to make GOD angry? (Genesis 6:5-6) 
Why did GOD choose Noah? (vv. 8-9) 


What did GOD tell Noah to do? (wv. 14-17) 


. What was Noah told to bring into the boat and why? (vv. 19-20) 


How long did it rain? (Genesis 7:12-23) 


How long were Noah and his family on the boat? (vv. 6, 13-18) 


. What was GOD'S promise to Noah? (Genesis 9:16) 


What is the sign of GOD'S promise? (Genesis 9:17). 
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Noah’s Ark Word Search 


T 


M Q 


T 


RAINBOW 
SHEM 


GENESIS 


HAM 


- MOUNTAINS 


ANIMALS 


ARK 


TURTLES 
TWO 


DINOSAURS 
DOVE 


NOAH 
PAIRS 
RAIN 


WATER 
ZEBRAS 


ELEPHANTS 
FLOOD 
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Fill in the Blanks 

Instructions: Open your Bible and have your parents help you find the right word to 

complete each sentence. 

1. God instructed Noah to build an (Genesis 6:14). 

Ze ne fell upon the earth 40 days and 40 nights (Genesis 7:12). 

3. When the waters receded, the ark came to rest on Mount (Genesis 
8:4). 

4. Noah sent a to see if the flood waters had gone down (Genesis 8:8). 

5. God instructed Noah and his sons to be fruitful and and fill the earth 


(Genesis 9:1). 


Noah’s Ark Word Scramble 

Directions: Read the story. Unscramble the words below and write them in the blank 
spaces. 

Noah was a righteous man who obeyed God. Everyone else on earth was full of violence 
and had become corrupt. God told Noah that He was going to send a flood to destroy all 
living things. He told Noah to build a big boat (known’as Noah's ark). God sent two of 
each kind of bird and animal to Noah to load in the ark. He sent more than two of some 
of the animals. Noah also brought with him his three sons, their wives, and his own wife. 
It began to rain. God closed the door. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights. Everything on 
earth was under water. Everyone on earth died, but Noah and his family was safe and dry. 
When the rain stopped and the land dried, God sent a rainbow as a sign of the promise 


that He would never again destroy the earth with water. 


haoN 
abto 


torysde 


doG 
rinawbo 
fwie 
wvise 
lofod 
oydebe 
manlsia 
bdisr 
restaeucr 
varne 
vdoe 
nsos 
threa 
teraw 
rpmsoie 


venocntan 
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